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CURRICULUM	VITA	
Danilyn	Rutherford	
President,	Wenner-Gren	Foundation	for	Anthropological	Research	
	 	
EMPLOYMENT		
	
2017-	 	 President,	Wenner-Gren	Foundation	for	Anthropological	Research	
	
2011-2017	 Professor	and	Chair	of	Anthropology,	University	of	California,	Santa	

Cruz	
	
2009-2010	 Associate	Professor	of	Anthropology,	University	of	California,	Santa	

Cruz	
	
2004-2009	 Associate	Professor	of	Anthropology,	University	of	Chicago	
	
2002-2003	 Principal	Researcher,	West	Papua	Study	Group,	Dynamics	and	

Management	of	Internal	Conflicts	in	Asia,	East-West	Center	
Washington	and	the	Carnegie	Corporation	of	New	York	

	
1997-	2003	 Assistant	Professor	of	Anthropology,	University	of	Chicago	
	
1996	 	 Visiting	Tutor	in	Social	Anthropology,	Goldsmiths	College,	London	
	
1986-1988	 Associate	Director,	International	Development	Exchange	
	
1984-1988	 English	Language	and	Literature	Instructor,	Sanata	Dharma	Teacher’s	

College,	Yogyakarta,	Indonesia	
	
EDUCATION		
	 	
1997	 Doctorate	in	Anthropology,	Minor	in	Southeast	Asian	Studies,	Cornell	

University	
	
1991	 Master	of	Arts	in	Anthropology,	Minor	in	Southeast	Asian	Studies,	

Cornell	University	
	
1983	 Bachelor	of	Arts	and	Science	in	History	and	Biology	with	Distinction,	

Stanford	University	
	 	 	 	 	
BOOKS	
	
2025		 Beautiful	Mystery:	Living	in	a	Wordless	World.	Durham,	NC:	Duke	University	
Press.	
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2018	 Living	in	the	Stone	Age:	Reflections	on	the	Origins	of	a	Colonial	Fantasy.		
Chicago:	University	of	Chicago	Press.	
	 	 	
2012	 Laughing	at	Leviathan:	Sovereignty	and	Audience	in	West	Papua.	Chicago	
Studies	in	Practices	of	Meaning.	University	of	Chicago	Press.	
	 	 	
2003	 Raiding	the	Land	of	the	Foreigners:	The	Limits	of	the	Nation	on	an	
Indonesian	Frontier.	Princeton,	Princeton	University	Press.		
	
CHAPTERS,	ARTICLES,	AND	ESSAYS	
	
2025	 The	Price	of	Wealth:	Scarcity	and	Abundance	in	an	Unequal	World.	Wenner-
Gren	Symposium	Supplement	27.		Current	Anthropology	66	(S27):	ahead	of	print.		
	
2025	 Writing	in	Community:	Relationship	Building	and	Accountability	in	
Knowledge	Production.		Co-Authored	with	Jordi	Armani	Rivera	Prince	et	al.	
American	Anthropologist	1–20.	https://doi.org/10.1111/aman.28070.	
	
2025	 The	Cruelty	of	Work	Requirements.	TIME,	February	22.	
https://time.com/7260543/medicaid-work-requirements-disability-essay/	
		
2025		 Grappling	with	the	Legacies	of	Anthro-Cast:	The	Work	of	Bones	in	the	Age	of	
Mechanical	Reproduction.		With	Chip	Colwell.		Current	Anthropology	66	(1).		
	
2024	 Emergency	Rooms.	In	Difficult	Attachments:	Anxieties	of	Kinship	and	Care.	
Goldfarb,	Kathryn	E.	and	Sandra	Bamford,	eds.		New	Brunswick,	NJ:	Rutgers	
University	Press.	
	
2023	 The	Sovereignty	of	Vulnerability.		In	Sovereignty	Unhinged:	An	Illustrated	
Primer	for	the	Study	of	Present	Intensities,	Disavowals,	and	Temporal	
Derangements.		Deborah	A.	Thomas	and	Joseph	Masco,	eds.		Durham:	Duke	
University	Press.			
	
2021	 Cultures	of	Fermentation:	Wenner-Gren	Symposium	Supplement	24.		Current	
Anthropology	61	(S24):	S193-S106.	
	
2021	 Becoming	an	Operating	System:	Disability,	Difference,	and	the	Ethics	of	
Communication	in	the	United	States.		American	Ethnologist	48	(2):	139-152	
	
2021	 Engaged	Anthropology.		In	Handbook	to	Cultural	Anthropology.		Lisa	Cliggett	
and	Lene	Pedersen,	eds.	London:	SAGE	Publications.	
	
2021	 Towards	an	Anthropological	Understanding	of	Masculinity,	Maleness,	and	
Violence:	Wenner-Gren	Symposium	Supplement	23.		Current	Anthropology	61	
(S23):	S1-S4.	
	

https://time.com/7260543/medicaid-work-requirements-disability-essay/
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2020	 Proximity	to	Disability.	Anthropological	Quarterly	93	(1)	1453-1481.	
	
2020	 Funding	Anthropological	Research	in	the	Age	of	Covid-19.		In	Covid-19	and	
Student	Focused	Concerns:	Threats	and	Possibilities.		Veena	Das	and	Naveeda	Khan,	
eds.	American	Ethnologist	website.	May	1.		
https://americanethnologist.org/features/collections/covid-19-and-student-
focused-concerns-threats-and-possibilities/funding-anthropological-research-in-
the-age-of-covid-19.	
	
2020		 What	is	Anthropology?		In	Ask	SAPIENS.		SAPIENS.		May	26.		
https://www.sapiens.org/language/what-is-anthropology/. 
	
2020	 Unpacking	a	National	Heroine:	Two	Kartinis	and	Their	People.		Republished	
in	Appropriating	Kartini:	Colonial,	National,	and	Transnational	Memories	of	an	
Indonesian	Icon.		Paul	Bijl	and	Grace	Chin,	ed.	Singapore:	ISEAS-Yusuf	Ishak	
Institute.	
	
2020		 Disability	Worlds:	Wenner-Gren	Symposium	Supplement	21.		Current	
Anthropology	61	(S21).	
	
2019		 Patchy	Anthropocene:	Frenzies	and	Afterlives	of	Violent	Simplifications:	
Wenner-Gren	Symposium	Supplement	20.		Current	Anthropology	60	(S20):	s183-
s185.	
	
2019		 Cultures	of	Militarism:	Wenner-Gren	Symposium	Supplement	19.		Current	
Anthropology	60	(S19):	s1-s2.	
	
2018	 The	Anthropology	of	Corruption:	Wenner-Gren	Symposium	Supplement	18.	
Current	Anthropology	58	(s18):	s1-s3.	
	
2017		 Human	Colonization	of	Asia	in	the	Late	Pleistocene:	Wenner-Gren	
Symposium	Supplement	17.		Current	Anthropology	58	(S17):	S371-S372.	
	
2018		 Empiricism.		In	The	International	Encyclopedia	of	Anthropology.	Hilary	
Callan,	ed.		Hoboken,	NJ:	Wiley-Blackwell.	
	
2016		 Affect	Theory	and	the	Empirical.		Annual	Reviews	in	Anthropology	45:	18.1-
18.16.	
	
2016	 How	Structuralism	Matters.		Hau	6	(3):	61-77.	
	
2016	 The	Art	of	Noticing.		In	Sojourn	Symposium	on	Benedict,	O.G.	Anderson,	A	
Life	Beyond	Boundaries:	A	Memoir.	Sojourn:	Journal	of	Special	Issues	in	Southeast	
Asia	31(2):	575-621.	
	

https://americanethnologist.org/features/collections/covid-19-and-student-focused-concerns-threats-and-possibilities/funding-anthropological-research-in-the-age-of-covid-19
https://americanethnologist.org/features/collections/covid-19-and-student-focused-concerns-threats-and-possibilities/funding-anthropological-research-in-the-age-of-covid-19
https://americanethnologist.org/features/collections/covid-19-and-student-focused-concerns-threats-and-possibilities/funding-anthropological-research-in-the-age-of-covid-19
https://www.sapiens.org/language/what-is-anthropology/
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2015	 Demonstrating	the	Stone	Age	in	Dutch	New	Guinea.	In	From	Stone	Age	to	
Real	Time:	Exploring	Papuan	Temporalities,	Mobilities,	and	Religiosities.	Jenny	
Munro	and	Martin	Slama,	eds.		Canberra:	Australian	National	University	Press.	
	 	
2015	 Introduction:	About	Time.	In	Kinship	Chronotopes.		A	Special	Collection	in	
Anthropology	Quarterly	88	(2):	241-250.	
	 	
2014	 Both	Places	at	Once.		In	Producing	Indonesia:	The	State	of	the	Field	of	
Indonesian	Studies.		Eric	Tagliacozzo,	ed.		Ithaca:	Southeast	Asia	Program	
Publications.	
	 	 	
2013	 Kinship	and	Catastrophe:	Global	Warming	and	the	Rhetoric	of	Descent.			In	
Vital	Relations:	Modernity	and	the	Persistent	Life	of	Kinship.	Fenella	Cannell	and	
Susan	McKinnon,	eds.		Santa	Fe:	SAR	Press.	
	
2013	 Living,	As	It	Were,	in	the	Stone	Age.	Indonesia	95	(April).	
	 	 	
2013	 Affect:	Provocation.	Fieldsights	-	Fieldnotes,	Cultural	Anthropology	Online,	
February	3,	2013.	
	
2012	 Kinky	Empiricism.		Cultural	Anthropology	27	(3):	465-79.	
	
2011	 Position	Paper	in	The	Learning	of	Mind:	How	Do	You	Figure	Out	What	a	Mind	
Is?	Play,	Creativity,	Fiction,	and	Fantasy.	Toward	a	Theory	of	Mind.		Tanya	Marie	
Luhrmann,	ed.		Suomen	Journal	of	the	Finnish	Anthropological	Institute	36	(4):	39-
41.	
	 	 	
2010	 Kinship,	Capital,	and	the	Unsettling	of	Assumptions:	Contemporary	
Anthropology	and	the	Study	of	Family	Enterprise	and	Entrepreneurship.	In	Alex	
Stewart	et	al,	Advances	in	Entrepreneurship,	Firm	Emergence,	and	Growth.	Vol.	12	
of	Entrepreneurship	and	Family	Business.	Pp.	277-283.	Bradford,	UK,	Emerald	
Group	Publishing.	
	
2010	 In	Defense	of	Ambivalence,	Eli	Thorkelson,	Special	Issue	on	Graduate	Student	
Socialization	in	Anthropology.	Michigan	Discussions	in	Anthropology	18	(1).	
	 	 	
2009	 Laughing	at	Leviathan:	John	Furnivall,	Dutch	New	Guinea,	and	the	
Ridiculousness	of	Colonial	Rule,	Andrew	Willford	and	Eric	Tagliacozzo,	
Clio/Anthropos:	Exploring	the	Boundaries	between	Anthropology	and	History,	
Stanford,	Stanford	University	Press,	pp.	50-87.	
	
2009	 Sympathy,	State-building,	and	the	Experience	of	Empire,	Cultural	
Anthropology	24	(1),	1-32.		
	
2008	 Why	Papua	Wants	Freedom:	The	Third	Person	in	Contemporary	Nationalism,	
Public	Culture	20	(2),	361-89.		
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2008	 The	Enchantments	of	Secular	Belief,	Featured	essay	in	the	Religion	and	
Culture	Web	Forum.	Moderated	by	the	University	of	Chicago	Divinity	School’s	
Martin	Marty	Center	for	the	Advanced	Study	of	Religion.	With	responses	by	Malika	
Zeghal,	W.	Clark	Gilpin,	and	Charles	Hirschkind.	(October).	
	 	 	
2007	 Der	Tanz,	Durkheim	und	das	Freimde:	Eine	RÃckkehr	zum	Comeback	der	
Tradition	in	Biak	(Dance,	Durkheim,	and	the	Foreign:	Revisiting	the	Revival	of	
Tradition	in	Biak),	Gabriele	Brandstetter	and	Christoph	Wulf,	Tanz	als	
Anthropologie,	Berlin,	Wilhelm	Fink.	
	
2006	 Nationalism	and	Millenarianism	in	West	Papua:	Institutional	Power,	
Interpretive	Practice,	and	the	Pursuit	of	Christian	Truth,	Matthew	Engelke	and	
Matthew	Tomlinson,	The	Limits	of	Meaning:	Case	Studies	in	the	Anthropology	of	
Christianity,	Oxford,	Berghahn	Books.	
	 	 	
2006	 The	Bible	Meets	the	Idol:	Writing	and	Conversion	in	Biak,	Fenella	Cannell,	
The	Anthropology	of	Christianity,	Durham,	Duke	University	Press.	
	
2005	 Nationalism	and	Millenarianism	in	West	Papua:	Institutional	Power,	
Interpretive	Practice,	and	the	Pursuit	of	Christian	Truth,	June	Nash,	Social	
Movements:	An	Anthropological	Reader,	London,	Blackwell,	pp.	146-168.	
	 	 	
2005	 Frontiers	of	the	Lingua	Franca:	Ideologies	of	the	Linguistic	Contact	Zone	in	
Dutch	New	Guinea,	Ethnos	70	(3),	387-412.		
	
2003	 Laughing	at	Leviathan:	John	Furnivall,	Dutch	New	Guinea,	and	the	
Ridiculousness	of	Colonial	Rule,	James	T.	Siegel	and	Audrey	Kahin,	Southeast	Asia	
over	Three	Generations.	Ithaca,	Cornell	Southeast	Asia	Program	Publications,	pp.	
27-46.	
	 	 	
2001	 Waiting	for	the	End	in	Biak:	Violence,	Order,	and	a	Flag	Raising,	Expanded	
version	in	Benedict	R.	O’G.	Anderson,	Violence	and	the	State	in	Indonesia,	Ithaca,	
Cornell	Southeast	Asia	Program	Publications,	pp.	189-212.	
	 	 	
2001	 From	Irian	Jaya	to	Papua:	The	Limits	of	Primordialism	in	Indonesia’s	
Troubled	East	(with	Octovianus	Mote).,	Indonesia	72,	115-140.	
	
2001	 The	Foreignness	of	Power:	Alterity	and	Subversion	in	Kafka’s	"In	the	Penal	
Colony"	and	Beyond.	Modernism,	Modernity	8	(2),	303-313.		
	
2001	 Intimacy	and	Alienation:	Money	and	the	Foreign	in	Biak,	Public	Culture	13	
(2),	299-324.		
	 	
2001	 Remembering	Sam	Kapissa,	Inside	Indonesia	67	(September).	
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1999	 The	White	Edge	of	the	Margin:	Textuality	and	Authority	in	Biak,	Irian	Jaya,	
Indonesia,	American	Ethnologist	27	(2),	312-339.		
	
1998	 Trekking	to	New	Guinea:	Dutch	Colonial	Fantasies	of	a	Virgin	Land	1900-
1940,	Frances	Gouda	and	Julia	Clancy-Smith,	Domesticating	the	Empire:	Race,	
Gender	and	Family	Life	in	French	and	Dutch	Colonialism,	Charlottesville,	University	
of	Virginia	Press,	pp.	255-271.	
	
1998	 Waiting	for	the	End	in	Biak:	Violence,	Order,	and	a	Flag	Raising,	Indonesia	67,	
39-59.	
	 	
1998	 Love,	Violence,	and	Foreign	Wealth:	Kinship	and	History	in	Biak,	Irian	Jaya,	
Journal	of	the	Royal	Anthropological	Institute	4	(2),	257-81.		
	
1998	 Fishing	for	the	Foreign:	A	Magical	Practice	from	Biak,	Irian	Jaya,	James	J.	Fox,	
Religion	and	Ritual,	Indonesian	Heritage,	Singapore,	Didier	Millet,	vol	9,	pp.	94-95.	
	
1998	 Irian	Jaya:	Wor,	John	McGlynn	and	Goenawan	Mohamad,	Indonesian	
Languages	and	Literature,	Indonesian	Heritage,	Singapore,	Didier	Millet,	vol.	10,	pp.	
58-59.	
	
1996	 Of	Birds	and	Gifts:	Reviving	Tradition	on	an	Indonesian	Frontier,	Cultural	
Anthropology	11	(4),	577-616.		
	 	
1996	 Music	of	Biak,	Irian	Jaya:	Wor,	Church	Songs,	Yospan,	Philip	Yampolsky,	
Notes	for	vol.	10	of	Music	of	Indonesia	(compact	disc),	Washington,	Smithsonian	
Institute/Folkways	Records.	
	 	 	
1993	 Unpacking	a	National	Heroine:	Two	Kartinis	and	Their	People.		Indonesia	55,	
23-41.		
	
REVIEWS		
	
2024	 Review	of	Faye	Ginsburg	and	Rayna	Rapp,	Disability	Worlds.	Reviews	in	
Anthropology	(July	14),	DOI:	10.1080/00938157.2024.2379108.	
	
2024	 Review	of	Sophie	Chao,	In	the	Shadow	of	the	Palms:	More-than-Human	
Becomings	in	West	Papua.	Journal	of	Asian	Studies	83	(1):	198-200.	
	 	
2021	 Review	of	Rudolf	Mrazek,	The	Complete	Lives	of	Camp	People:	Colonialism,	
Fascism,	Concentrated	Modernity.		SOJOURN:	Journal	of	Social	Issues	in	Southeast	
Asia	36	(3):	550-552.	
	
2019	 The	Benefits	of	Modesty.	Invited	Peer	Commentary	on	Vikram	Jaswal	and	
Nameera	Akhtar,	Being	Versus	Appearing	Socially	Uninterested:	Challenging	
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Assumptions	about	Social	Motivation	in	Autism,	Brain	and	Behavior	Sciences	42	
(e110):	https://doi.org/10.1017/S0140525X18002443.	
	 	
2015	 Real	Food.	In	Book	Symposium:	The	Cooking	of	History:	How	Not	To	Study	
Afro-Cuban	Religion	(Stephan	Palmie).		Hau:	Journal	of	Ethnographic	Theory	5	(1):	
541-546.	
	 	 	
2012	 Commentary:	What	Affect	Produces.		American	Ethnologist	39	(4):	688-691.	
	
2014	 Review	of	Mary	Margaret	Steedly,	Rifle	Reports:	A	Story	of	Indonesian	
Independence.		Political	and	Legal	Anthropology	Review	37	(2).	
	 	 	
2009	 An	Absence	of	Belief?	Posting	on	Christian	Moderns,	The	Immanent	Frame:	
Secularism,	Religion,	and	the	Public	Sphere.	Blog	sponsored	by	the	SSRC.	
http://blogs.ssrc.org/tif/2009/12/01/an-absence-of-belief/.	
	
2010	 Review	of	Pieter	Drooglever,	An	Act	of	Free	Choice:	Decolonization	and	the	
Right	to	Self-Determination	in	West	Papua,	Indonesia	90,	173-184.	
	
2010	 Review	of	Tanya	Murray	Li,	The	Will	to	Improve:	Governmentality,	
Development,	and	the	Practice	of	Politics,	Pacific	Affairs	83	(1).	
	
2008	 Review	of	Elizabeth	Povinelli,	The	Empire	of	Love:	Towards	a	Theory	of	
Intimacy,	Genealogy,	and	Carnality,	Journal	of	the	Royal	Anthropological	Institute	
(n.s.)	14,	709-710.	
	
2006	 Review	of	Gregory	Forth,	ed.,	Guardians	of	the	Land:	Louis	Fontijne's	Study	of	
a	Colonial	District	in	Eastern	Indonesia,	Indonesia	82,	141-145.	
	 	 	
2006	 Review	of	Tom	Boellsdorff,	The	Gay	Archipelago:	Sexuality	and	Nation	in	
Indonesia,	Nations	and	Nationalism	13	(1):	172-174.	
	
2005	 Review	of	Clive	Moore,	New	Guinea:	Crossing	Boundaries	and	History,	
Journal	of	the	Economic	and	Social	History	of	the	Orient	48	(1),	136-138		
	 	 	
2004	 Viewing	Areas:	A	Review	Essay,	Indonesia	78,	181-187.	
	 	 	
2004	 Review	of	Elsbeth	Locher-Scholten,	Sumatran	Sultanate	and	Colonial	State:	
Jambi	and	the	Rise	of	Dutch	Imperialism,	1830-1907,	Journal	of	Asian	History	40	
(1):	111-113.	
	
2003	 Ethnography	without	Culture?	Modernity	and	Marginality	in	the	
Anthropology	of	Indonesia,	Reviews	in	Anthropology	32	(1),	91-108.	
	
2002	 After	Syncretism:	The	Anthropology	of	Islam	and	Christianity	in	Southeast	
Asia,	Comparative	Studies	in	Society	and	History	44	(1),	196-205.	
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1997	 Review	of	R.H.	Barnes,	Sea	Hunters	of	Indonesia,	Indonesia	64,	149-52.		
	 	 	
1997	 Review	of	Frances	Gouda,	Dutch	Culture	Overseas:	Colonial	Practice	in	the	
Netherlands	Indies	1900-1942,	American	Anthropologist	99(3),	28-29.		
	
1998	 Review	of	Webb	Keane,	Signs	of	Recognition:	Powers	and	Hazards	of	
Representation	in	an	Indonesian	Society,	Indonesia	66,	197-203.		
	
1996	 Review	of	Adrian	Vickers,	ed.,	Being	Modern	in	Bali,	Indonesia	62,	125-131.		
	
1994	 Review	of	Julie	Wheelwright,	Mata	Hari	and	the	Myth	of	Women	in	
Espionage,	Antara	Kita	39,	15-18.		
	
INVITED	LECTURES	AND	KEYNOTES	
	
2025	 Beautiful	Mystery:	Living	in	a	Wordless	World.	Reading	in	the	Ethnography	
Lab,	University	of	Toronto,	February	24.	
	
2024	 Proprioceptive	Sociality.		Invited	Lecture	in	the	Department	of	Anthropology,	
Harvard	University.	Cambridge,	September	19.	
	
2023	 Untimely	Sacrifices	and	the	Gift	of	Care.		Invited	Presentation	in	Untimely	
Sacrifices:	Panel	Discussion	of	Daena	Funahashi’s	New	Book,	Untimely	Sacrifices:	
Work	and	Death	in	Finland	(Cornell	University	Press,	2023),	Department	of	
Anthropology,	University	of	California,	Berkelely,	December	4.	
	
2023	 Proprioceptive	Sociality.		Invited	Lecture	in	the	Department	of	Anthropology,	
Johns	Hopkins	University.	
	
2023	 Proprioceptive	Sociality.		Invited	Lecture	in	the	Department	of	Anthropology,	
Princeton	University.	
	
2022	 Proprioceptive	Sociality.		Invited	Lecture	in	the	Monday	Seminar	in	the	
Department	of	Anthropology,	University	of	Chicago,	October	3.	
	
2021	 Early	Intervention.	Invited	Presentation	in	Patchwork	Ethnography	
Workshop,	Rice	University,	December	5.	
	
2021	 Integrating	Family	Life	and	an	Academic	Career.	Keynote	Presentation	in	
Balancing	an	Academic	Career	and	Family	Life,	a	Roundtable	of	the	Gutenberg	
Academy,	May	17.	
	
2019	 Becoming	an	Operating	System.	Invited	Lecture	in	the	Disability	Studies	
Initiative,	University	of	Virginia,	September	13.	
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2019	 Presentation	of	Living	in	the	Stone:	Reflections	on	the	Origins	of	a	Colonial	
Fantasy.	New	Book	Salon,	Chicago	Center	for	Contemporary	Theory,	May	22.	
	
2019	 Proprioceptive	Sociality.	Keynote	Lecture	in	Regimes	of	Visibility,	Princeton	
Humboldt	Workshop,	Princeton	University,	April	12.	
	
2019	 The	Sovereignty	of	Vulnerability.		Invited	Lecture	at	the	Max	Planck	Institute	
for	the	Study	of	Religious	and	Ethnic	Diversity,	March	25.	
	
2019	 The	Sovereignty	of	Vulnerability.		Distinguished	Cultural	Lecture	in	
Anthropology,	University	of	Colorado,	February	8.	
	
2019	 What	Makes	Archaeology	Anthropology?		Keynote	Lecture	at	the	Biennial	
Meeting	of	the	European	Association	of	Archaeologists,	Bern,	September	16.	
	
2019	 Sharing	Senses	in	the	Social	Worlds	of	the	Severely	Disabled.	Invited	Lecture	
to	the	Hong	Kong	Anthropological	Society,	April	26.	
	
2018	 Proximity	to	Disability.	Annette	B.	Weiner	Memorial	Lecture,	New	York	
University,	April	5.	
	
2018	 Hocart	Lecture,	School	of	African	and	Oriental	Studies.	Declined	due	to	
potential	conflict	of	interest.	
	
2018	 Proximity	to	Disability.		Invited	Lecture	to	the	Department	of	Anthropology	
at	the	University	of	Helsinki,	March	22.	
	
2018	 The	Sovereignty	of	Vulnerability.		Invited	Lecture	to	the	Anthropology	
Program,	Graduate	Center	of	the	City	University	of	New	York,	February	2.	
	
2016	 The	Challenges	to	Address	Social	Inequalities	and	Promoting	Inclusion	in	
Post-Reformasi	Indonesia:	The	Eastern	Region	of	Indonesia	Perspectives	or	Living	
in	the	Stone	Age:	How	West	Papua	Became	Trapped	in	the	Past.		Keynote	Address	in	
Post-Reformasi	Indonesia:	The	Challenges	of	Social	Inequalities	and	Inclusion,	Sixth	
International	Symposium	of	the	Journal	of	Anthropology	Indonesia.		
	
2016	 Noting	the	Other	Others.		Presentation	in	Thinking	Beyond	Boundaries:	
Around	the	Work	of	Benedict	Anderson,	Symposium	of	the	Center	for	Asian	Studies,	
University	of	California,	Berkeley.		
	
2016	 Sovereignty,	Vulnerability,	Hospitality.		Paper	presented	in	Hospitality	from	
the	South,	Workshop	of	HAU,	the	University	of	Bergen,	and	UNSAM,	Buenos	Aires.		
	
2015	 Structuralism	and	Materialism.		Invited	Lecture	in	the	Department	of	
Women's,	Gender,	and	Sexuality	Studies,	Ohio	State	University,	October	15.	
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2015	 How	Structuralism	Matters.		Keynote	Lecture	in	Genres:	Modes	of	
Ethnography	in	the	21st	Century,	Mega	Seminar,	Aarhus	University,	August	24-26.		
	
2015	 Sympathy	and	the	Savage	Slot.		Invited	Lecture	in	the	Anthropology	and	
History	Workshop,	University	of	Michigan,	March	20.	
	
2014		 Sympathy	and	the	Savage	Slot.		Invited	Lecture	in	the	Department	of	
Anthropology,	University	of	Oslo,	August	26.	
	
2014	 How	Structuralism	Matters.		Presentation	in	Structuralism's	Minuses,	
Structuralism	Plus,	Teleologies	of	Structuralism:	Structuralism's	First	Century	and	
Beyond,	Franke	Institute	for	the	Humanities,	University	of	Chicago,	March	5.	
	
2014	 Sympathy	and	the	Savage	Slot.		Invited	Lecture	in	the	Department	of	
Anthropology,	University	of	Minnesota,	March	2.	
	
2013	 Stone	Age	Empiricism				Keynote	Lecture	in	Reclaiming	Truth:	Obligations,	
Methodologies,	and	Implications,	Johns	Hopkins	Anthropology	Annual	Graduate	
Student	Conference,	April	20.	
	
2013	 Living	in	the	Stone	Age.		Invited	Lecture	at	the	Umar	Kayam	Institute,	
Yogyakarta,	Indonesia,	July	11.	
	
2012	 Affect	and	the	Empirical	in	the	Making	of	Stone	Age	New	Guinea.	Invited	
Lecture	in	the	Department	of	Anthropology,	University	of	Toronto,	March	23.	
	
2011	 Provocation.		Presentation	in	Tinkering	with	Comparison,	Roundtable	of	the	
Anthropology	Department	and	the	Science	and	Justice	Working	Group,	University	of	
California,	Santa	Cruz,	October	25.	
	
2011	 Affect,	Ethics,	and	the	Empirical	in	Anthropology.	Presentation	in	Affect	
Across	the	Disciplines,	Roundtable	of	the	Affect	Working	Group,	University	of	
California,	Santa	Cruz,	October	24.	
	
2011	 Kinky	Empiricism.		Presentation	in	Writing	Culture	at	25:	Theory,	
Ethnography,	Fieldwork,	Conference	of	the	Department	of	Cultural	Duke	
Anthropology,	Duke	University	Press,	and	Cultural	Anthropology,	September	30-
October	1.	
	
2011	 Commentary	on	Anthropology.		Presentation	in	The	State	of	Indonesia	
Studies,	Conference	of	the	Cornell	Southeast	Asia	Program,	April	29.		
	
2010	 Affect	and	the	Empirical	in	the	Making	of	Stone	Age	New	Guinea.	Invited	
Lecture	in	the	Cultural	Studies	Workshop,	University	of	California,	Santa	Cruz,	
March	10.	
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2010	 Affect	and	the	Empirical	in	the	Making	of	Stone	Age	New	Guinea.	Invited	
Lecture	to	the	Department	of	Anthropology,	University	of	California,	Los	Angeles,		
June	3.	
	
2010	 Affect	and	the	Empirical	in	the	Making	of	Stone	Age	New	Guinea.		
Presentation	in	the	Ethnographic	Engagements	Workshop,	University	of	California,	
Santa	Cruz,	May	27.	
	
2010	 Kinship	and	Compulsion:	The	Rhetoric	of	Descent	in	the	Economics	of	Global	
Warming	and	Cormac	McCarthy’s	The	Road.	Presentation	in	The	Difference	Kinship	
Makes:	Rethinking	the	Ideologies	of	Modernity,	School	of	American	Research	
Advanced	Seminar,	March	20-26.		
	
2008	 Sympathy,	State-building,	and	the	Experience	of	Empire.	Invited	Lecture	in	
the	Department	of	Anthropology,	University	of	Vermont,	October	29.	
	
2008	 The	Enchantments	of	Secular	Belief.	Invited	Lecture	in	Theorizing	the	
Present,	Series	of	the	Chicago	Center	for	Contemporary	Theory,	May	15.	
	
2008	 The	Enchantments	of	Secular	Belief.	Invited	Lecture	in	the	Department	of	
Anthropology,	University	of	California,	San	Diego,	March	3.	
	
2008	 Sympathy	and	the	Experience	of	Empire.	Invited	Lecture	in	the	Department	
of	Anthropology,	University	of	California,	Santa	Cruz,	February	25.	
	
2007	 Spacetime,	Sympathy,	and	the	Experience	of	Empire.	Boas	Lecture	in	the	
Department	of	Anthropology,	Columbia	University,	November	14.	
	
2007	 Spacetime	and	the	Experience	of	Empire.		Invited	Lecture	in	the	Department	
of	Anthropology,	University	of	California,	Davis,	October	15.	
	
2007	 Spacetime	and	the	Experience	of	Empire.	Invited	Lecture	in	the	Program	on	
Southeast	Asian	Studies,	University	of	Toronto,	April	13.	
	
2007	 Spacetime	and	the	Experience	of	Empire.	Invited	Lecture	in	the	Department	
of	Anthropology,	The	New	School,	New	York,	March	28.	
	
2005	 Birds	and	Gifts	Revisited:	Dance	and	the	Foreign	in	West	Papua.	Presentation	
in	Dance	as	Anthropology,	Conference	of	the	Centre	of	Excellence	Kulturen	des	
Performativen,	Freie	Universität,	Berlin,	December	8-10.	
	
2005	 Why	Papua	Wants	Freedom:	Third	Person	Nationalism	and	the	Media	of	
Merdeka.		Invited	Lecture	in	the	Department	of	Anthropology,	University	of	
Michigan,	March	11.	
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2004	 Why	Papua	Wants	Freedom:	Third	Person	Nationalism	and	the	Media	of	
Merdeka.	Invited	Lecture	in	the	Southeast	Asia	Program,	Northern	Illinois	
University,	November	12.	
	
2004	 Why	Papua	Wants	Freedom:	Third	Person	Nationalism	and	the	Media	of	
Merdeka.	Presentation	in	the	Political	Communication	Workshop,	University	of	
Chicago,	October	28.	
	
2004	 Why	Papua	Wants	Freedom:	Third	Person	Nationalism	and	the	Media	of	
Merdeka.	Invited	Lecture	in	the	Southeast	Asia	Program,	Cornell	University,	October	
21.	
	
2004	 Why	Papua	Wants	Freedom:	Third	Person	Nationalism	and	the	Media	of	
Merdeka.	Invited	Lecture	in	the	Department	of	Social	Anthropology,	London	School	
of	Economics	and	Political	Science,	May	21.	
	
2004	 Why	Papua	Wants	Freedom:	Third	Person	Nationalism	and	the	Media	of	
Merdeka."	Presentation	in	the	Performance	Studies	Workshop,	University	of	
Chicago,	May	14.	
	
2004	 Why	Papua	Wants	Freedom:	Third	Person	Nationalism	and	the	Media	of	
Merdeka.	Presentation	in	the	Culture,	Life	Course	and	Mental	Health	Workshop,	
Department	of	Human	Development,	University	of	Chicago,	April	6.	
	
2003	 Why	Papua	Wants	Freedom:	Third	Person	Nationalism	and	the	Media	of	
Merdeka.	Invited	Lecture	in	the	Irvine	Seminars	in	the	Anthropology	of	Modernity.	
University	of	California,	Irvine,	May	22.	
	
2003	 Why	Papua	Wants	Freedom:	Third	Person	Nationalism	and	the	Media	of	
Merdeka.	Presentation	to	the	Wilder	House	Editorial	Board,	University	of	Chicago	
Press,	May	2.	
	
2003	 Why	Papua	Wants	Freedom:	Third	Person	Nationalism	and	the	Media	of	
Merdeka.	Invited	Lecture	in	Southeast	Asia	Seminar,	Harvard	University,	March	10.	
	
2003	 Laughing	at	Leviathan:	John	Furnivall,	Dutch	New	Guinea,	and	the	
Ridiculousness	of	Colonial	Rule.	Invited	Lecture	in	the	University	of	Wisconsin	
Southeast	Asia	Program,	January	24.	
	
2002	 Anxieties	of	the	Lingua	Franca.	Invited	Presentation	in	Semiosis	of	
Anxiety/Anxieties	about	Semiosis,	a	Conference	of	the	Semiotics	Workshop,	
University	of	Chicago,	March	2.	
	
2000	 Papuans,	Pillars	and	the	Limits	of	Pluralism:	Visions	of	Identity	and	
Difference	on	a	Colonial	Frontier.	Invited	Presentation	in	An	Apartheid	of	Souls:	
Dutch	Colonialism	and	its	Aftermath	in	Indonesia,	Suriname	and	South	Africa,	a	
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Workshop	in	the	Department	of	Social	Anthropology,	London	School	of	Economics	
and	Political	Science,	December	8-10.	
	
2000	 Intimacy	and	Alienation:	Money	and	the	Foreign	in	Biak,	Irian	Jaya,	
Indonesia.	Invited	Lecture	in	the	Department	of	Social	Anthropology,	London	School	
of	Economics	and	Political	Science,	December	8.	
	
2000	 Foreign	Power.		Invited	Presentation	on	Kafka’s	In	the	Penal	Colony,	
Symposium	of	the	Committee	on	Theater	and	Performance	Studies	and	the	
Department	of	Germanic	Studies	at	the	University	of	Chicago	and	Court	Theater,	
December	1.	
	
2000	 Intimacy	and	Alienation:	Money	and	the	Foreign	in	Biak,	Irian	Jaya,	
Indonesia.	Invited	Lecture	in	the	Department	of	Anthropology,	New	York	University,	
April	27.	
	
1999	 The	White	Edge	of	the	Margin:	Textuality	and	Authority	in	Biak,	Irian	Jaya,	
Indonesia.	Invited	Lecture	in	the	School	of	Social	Science,	Institute	for	Advanced	
Study.	
	
1998	 The	Idol	Meets	the	Bible:	Writing	and	Conversion	in	Biak,	Irian	Jaya,	
Indonesia.	Invited	Presentation	in	Words	and	Things	II:	Power	and	Transformation	
in	Local	Christianities,	Workshop	in	the	Department	of	Social	Anthropology,	London	
School	of	Economics	and	Political	Science,	September	24.	
	
1997	 Buying	Words	and	Stealing	Sermons:	Writing	and	Conversion	on	New	
Guinea’s	Northwestern	Coast.	Invited	Presentation	in	Words	and	Things:	Power	and	
Transformation	in	Local	Christianities,	Workshop	in	the	Department	of	Social	
Anthropology,	University	of	Manchester,	April	23.	
	
1996	 Love,	Violence	and	Foreign	Wealth:	Kinship	and	History	in	Biak,	Irian	Jaya.	
Invited	Lecture	in	the	Department	of	Social	Anthropology,	London	School	of	
Economics	and	Political	Science,	November	8.	
	
1996	 The	Making	of	Big	Foreigners:	Writing	and	Authority	in	Biak,	Irian	Jaya,	
Indonesia.	Invited	Lecture	in	the	Department	of	Anthropology,	University	of	
Chicago,	October	28.	
	
PRESENTATIONS	AT	PROFESSIONAL	CONFERENCES	
	
2024	 Building	a	Praxis	of	Care	in	Anthropology:	What’s	Being	Done,	What	Needs	to	
Be	Done.	Roundtable	Presentation	in	the	American	Association	of	Anthropology	
Annual	Meeting,	Tampa,	November	22.	
	
2023	 Proprioception	and	the	Connective	Tissue	of	Sociality.	Paper	in	
Proprioceptive	Subjects:	Rethinking	Autonomy	and	Embodiment.		Paper	in	



	 14	

Executive	Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	American	Anthropological	
Association,	Toronto,	November	17.	
	
2023	 Where	is	Nature?	Discussion	in	The	Force	of	the	River	in	the	Lives	of	
Humans:	A	Discussion	of	Naveeda	Khan's	River	Life	and	the	Upspring	of	Nature,	
Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	American	Anthropological	Association,	
Toronto,	November	17.	
	
2019	 The	Sovereignty	of	Vulnerability.	Paper	in	Bad	Subjects,	Session	of	the	
American	Association	of	Anthropology	Annual	Meeting,	November	22.	
	
2018	 Becoming	an	Operating	System.	Paper	in	Technosemiotic	Transduction,	
Session	of	the	Society	for	Linguistic	Anthropology	Spring	Conference,	Philadelphia,	
March	10.	
	
2018	 Proprioceptive	Sociality.		Paper	in	Touch:	Contact,	Ethics,	and	Force,	Session	
of	the	American	Association	of	Anthropology	Annual	Meeting,	Vancouver,	November	
13.	
	
2017	 Structure	after	Structuralism.		Roundtable	Presentation	in	the	American	
Association	of	Anthropology	Annual	Meeting,	Washington,	D.C.,	November	29.	
	
2017	 All	Things	Human.	Contribution	to	the	Annual	Debate	on	Anthropological	
Keywords:	Humanism,	in	the	American	Anthropological	Association	Annual	
Meeting,	Washington,	D.C.	
	
2015	 The	Sovereignty	of	Vulnerability.		Paper	in	What	Sovereignty	Feels	Like,	
Invited	Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	American	Anthropological	Association,	
Denver,	November	20.	
	
2012	 Technological	Performances:	Demonstrating	the	Stone	Age	in	Dutch	New	
Guinea.		Paper	in	From	Stone	Age	to	Real-Time:	Temporalities	and	Mobilities	in	and	
beyond	Papua,	Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	American	Anthropological	
Association,	San	Francisco,	November	18.	
	
2011	 Kinship	and	Catastrophe:	Global	Warming	and	the	Rhetoric	of	Descent.	Paper	
in	Kinship	Chronotopes,	Invited	Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	American	
Anthropological	Association,	Montreal,	November	17.	
	
2011	 Invited	Presentation	in	Towards	an	Anthropological	Theory	of	Mind,	
Lemelson	Conference,	Stanford	Humanities	Center.		September	15-18.		
	
2011	 "Yes,	We	Can":	Sovereignty,	Audience,	and	the	Appeal	of	Slippery	Pronouns	
in	The	Obama	Song	for	West	Papua.	Paper	in	Performing	the	Nation:	Revolution,	
Suppression,	and	Reconciliation	in	Indonesia,	Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	
Association	for	Asian	Studies,	Honolulu.	April	2.	
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2010	 Secular	Travels	of	Belief.	Paper	in	Circulation	and	Syncretism:	Metaphors	of	
Movement	in	the	Blending	of	Belief,	Invited	Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	
American	Anthropological	Association,	New	Orleans.	November	20.	
	
2009	 Affect	and	the	Empirical	in	the	Making	of	Stone	Age	New	Guinea.	Paper	in	
The	Passions	of	Machines:	Affect	and	the	Empirical	in	the	Anthropology	of	
Technology	and	Governmentality,	Invited	Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	
American	Anthropological	Association,	Philadelphia.	December	5.	
	
2007	 The	Enchantments	of	Secular	Belief.	Invited	Presentation	in	The	Re-
Enchantment	of	the	World?	Plenary	Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	Society	for	
the	Anthropology	of	Religion,	Tucson.	April	16.		
	
2006	 Spacetime	and	the	Experience	of	Empire.	Paper	in	Critical	Intersections,	
Ethnographic	Analyses,	and	Theoretical	Influence:	In	Honor	of	Nancy	Munn,	
Presidential	Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	American	Anthropological	
Association,	San	Jose.	November	15-19.	
	
2003	 Why	Papua	Wants	Freedom:	Third	Person	Nationalism	and	the	Media	of	
Merdeka.	Paper	in	Rethinking	National	and	Scholarly	Boundaries:	The	Case	of	West	
Papua,	Invited	Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	American	Anthropological	
Association,	November	22.	
	
2003	 Why	Papua	Wants	Freedom:	Third	Person	Nationalism	and	the	Media	of	
Merdeka.	Invited	Presentation	in	the	International	Conference	on	Media	and	the	
Making	of	History	in	Contemporary	Indonesia,	Leiden	University,	March	13-15.	
	
2002	 Pursuing	the	Inscrutable	in	West	Papua:	Institutional	Power,	Interpretive	
Practice,	and	the	Alterity	of	Christian	Truth.	Paper	in	Christian	Ritual	and	the	Limits	
of	Meaning,	Panel	at	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	American	Anthropological	
Association,	Washington,	D.C.,	November	23.	
	
2001	 Frontiers	of	the	Lingua	Franca:	Malay,	Mefoorsch,	and	the	Papuan	Soul.	Paper	
in	Adventures	in	Heteroglossia,	Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	American	
Anthropological	Association,	Washington,	D.C.,	December	2.	
	
2000	 From	Irian	Jaya	to	West	Papua:	The	Limits	of	Primordialism	in	Indonesia’s	
Contested	East.	Co-authored	paper	in	Ethnic	Violence	in	Indonesia,	Session	of	the	
Annual	Meeting	of	the	American	Anthropological	Association,	San	
Francisco,November	17.	
	
1999	 The	Bible	Meets	the	Idol:	Writing	and	Conversion	in	Biak,	Irian	Jaya,	
Indonesia.	Paper	in	Religious	Encounters,	Identity,	and	Locality	in	Indonesia	and	
Malaysia,	Sponsored	Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	Association	for	Asian	
Studies,	Washington,	D.C.,	March	11.	
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1998	 Random	Acts:	Violence,	Order	and	the	Foreign	in	Biak.	Paper	in	Violence	and	
the	Symbolic	Economy	of	Terror	in	Irian	Jaya,	Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	
American	Anthropological	Association,	Philadelphia,	December	3.	
	
1998	 Raiding	the	Market:	Money,	Violence	and	the	Imagined	Community	in	Biak,	
Irian	Jaya,	Indonesia.	Paper	in	Discourses	among	the	Local,	Regional,	and	National	in	
Indonesia,	Sponsored	Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	Association	for	Asian	
Studies,	Washington,	D.C.,	March	28.	
	
1997	 Raiding	the	Market:	Money	and	the	Memory	of	Colonial	Violence	in	Biak,	
Irian	Jaya.	Paper	in	Interrogating	Individuals:	Crossing	Discourses	of	Subjectivity	in	
the	Pacific,	Invited	Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	American	Anthropological	
Association,	Washington,	D.C.,	November	25.	
	
1996	 Messianic	Moments	and	Biblical	Desires	in	Biak,	Irian	Jaya:	The	Shock	of	
Modernity	on	a	Colonial	Frontier.	Paper	in	Materializations	of	Modernity,	Session	of	
the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	American	Association	of	Asian	Studies,	Honolulu,	April	12.	
	
1995	 The	Fetish	of	the	Written	and	the	Authority	of	Absence:	How	Biak	Eats	the	
Book.	Invited	Presentation	in	Border	Fetishisms,	Conference	the	Research	Centre	for	
Religion	and	Society.	University	of	Amsterdam,	December	11-13.	
	
1995	 The	Family	and	the	Foreign	in	Biak,	Irian	Jaya:	A	Domestic	Economy	of	Shock.	
Invited	Presentation	in	Indonesian	Women	in	the	Household	and	Beyond,	
Conference	of	the	Interdisciplinary	Forum	on	Indonesian	Women’s	Studies	(WIVS)	
and	the	Royal	Institute	of	Linguistics	and	Anthropology	(KITLV)	Workshop	on	
Indonesian	Studies,	Leiden	University,	September	28.	
	
1995	 From	Frontier	to	Margin:	The	Revival	of	Tradition	in	New	Order	Biak.	Paper	
in	Marginality	in	New	Order	Indonesia:	Questions	of	Cultural	and	Political	Locality,	
Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	American	Association	of	Asian	Studies,	
Washington,	D.C.,	April	9.	
	
1994	 The	Papuan,	the	Dutchman	and	the	Indo-European	Pioneer:	Colonial	Identity	
and	Racial	Anxiety	in	the	Historical	Construction	of	Netherlands	New	Guinea.	Paper	
in	Presenting	the	Past:	History,	Art,	Language,	Literature,	Second	International	and	
Interdisciplinary	Conference	of	Low	Country	Studies,	University	College	London,	
December	19.	
	
1993	 Transforming	the	Foreign:	Wor	in	Biak	History.		Paper	in	Lisan	Seminar	on	
Oral	Traditions	in	Indonesia.	Jakarta,	December	9.	
	
1990	 Contractual	Agreements	in	Asian	Social	Forestry	Programs.	Co-authored	
Paper	in	the	First	Annual	Meeting	of	the	International	Association	for	the	Study	of	
Common	Property,	Durham,	North	Carolina,	September	10.	
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ORGANIZED	SESSIONS	AND	CONFERENCES	
	
2023	 Organizer	of	Politics	on	Shaky	Ground:	Uncertainty,	Collectivity,	
Transformation,	Executive	Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	American	
Anthropological	Association,	Toronto,	November	17.		
	
2023	 Co-organizer	of	Thinking	with	Nancy:	Memorial	for	Professor	Nancy	Munn.	
University	of	Chicago,	April	24.	
	
2022	 Co-organizer	of	Emergent	Futures:	Unsettling	Archaeology,	Radically	
Reorienting	the	Discipline.		Roundtable	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	American	
Anthropological	Association,	Seattle,	November	10.	
	
2012	 Co-organizer	of	Life	and	Death:	A	Conversation,	Biannual	Conference	of	the	
Society	for	Cultural	Anthropology,	Providence,	May	11-12.		
	
2009	 Organizer	of	The	Passions	of	Machines:	Affect	and	the	Empirical	in	the	
Anthropology	of	Technology	and	Governmentality,	Invited	Session	of	the	Annual	
Meeting	of	the	American	Anthropological	Association,	Philadelphia,	December	5.	
	
2008	 Co-organizer	of	Conference	Commemorating	the	Twenty-Fifth	Anniversary	of	
Imagined	Communities,	University	of	Chicago,	October	10-11.	
	
2003	 Organizer	of	Rethinking	National	and	Scholarly	Boundaries:	The	Case	of	West	
Papua,	Invited	Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	American	Anthropological	
Association,	Chicago,	November	22.	
	
COMMENTARIES	
	
2024	 Discussion	of	Pandemic	Impacts	on	Anthropological	Praxis:	Reflections	from	
Wenner-Gren	Grantees.	Roundtable	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	American	
Anthropological	Association,	Tampa,	November	20.	
	
2022	 Discussion	of	Unsettling	Institutions,	Session	of	the	American	
Anthropological	Association	Annual	Meeting,	Seattle,	November	11.	
	
2022	 Discussion	of	Emergent	Futures:	Unsettling	Archaeology,	Radically	
Reorienting	the	Discipline.		Roundtable	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	American	
Anthropological	Association,	Seattle,	November	10.	
	
2021	 Discussion	of	Truth-Making,	Commitments,	and	Responsibilities,	Roundtable	
in	the	American	Association	of	Anthropology	Annual	Meeting.	Baltimore,	November	
18.		
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2017	 Discussion	of	Reality,	Session	of	the	American	Anthropological	Association	
Annual	Meeting,	Washington,	D.C.,	November	29	-	December	2,	2017.		
	
2016	 Discussion	of	That	70s	Area	Studies:	Indonesia	and	the	Sociological	
Imagination,	Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	Association	of	Asian	Studies,	
Seattle,	March	31-April	3.	
	
2015	 Discussion	of	Overwhelmed	by	Proximity:	Figurations	of	Togetherness	and	
Separation	at	the	Margins	of	Liberalism,	Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	
American	Anthropological	Association,	Denver,	November	20.	
2009	 Discussion	of	Webb	Keane,	Christian	Moderns	in	Author	Meets	Critics,	
Invited	Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	American	Academy	of	Religion,	
Montreal,	November	7.	
	
2007	 Discussion	of	The	Difference	Kinship	Makes:	Rethinking	the	Ideologies	of	
Modernity,	Invited	Session	of	the	American	Anthropological	Association	Annual	
Meeting,	Washington,	D.C.,	November	27-December	2,	2007.	
	
2007	 Discussion	of	Tensions	of	Democracy	II:	Contested	Meanings	of	Politics,	
Session	of	Communicating	Legitimacy:	Putting	Democratic	Practice	and	
Representation	in	Context,	Conference	of	the	Political	Communications	Workshop,	
University	of	Chicago,	March	31.	
	
2006	 Discussion	of	Disjuncture,	the	Political,	and	“Actually	Existing	Christianities,”	
Session	of	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	American	Anthropological	Association,	San	
Jose,	November	15-19.	
	
2006	 Discussion	of	William	Connelly,	Capitalism	and	Christianity	in	Politics,	Piety,	
and	the	Futures	of	Faith,	Chicago	Center	for	Contemporary	Theory	Spring	
Symposium,	October	6.	
	
2003	 Discussion	of	Ben	Arps,	Drums	and	Gongs,	International	Conference	on	
Media	and	the	Making	of	History	in	Contemporary	Indonesia,	Leiden	University,	
March	13-15.	
	
1999	 Discussion	of	Joseph	Errington’s	Language	Contact,	Language	Change,	and	
Javanese-Indonesian	Idiosyncretisms	in	Homogeneity	and	Heterogeneity	in	
Linguistic	Communities,	Mini-Conference	of	the	Language	and	Diachrony	Initiative	
of	the	Departments	of	Linguistics	and	Anthropology,	University	of	Chicago,	April	30.	
	
WORKS	PRESENTED	IN	OTHER	PROFESSIONAL	VENUES	
	
2003	 Religion	and	the	Movement:	Institutions,	Utopias,	and	the	Practice	of	Papuan	
Nationalism.		Draft	Book	Chapter	in	Second	Meeting	of	The	Dynamics	and	
Management	of	Internal	Conflicts	in	Asia,	a	Project	of	the	East-West	Center	and	the	
Carnegie	Corporation	of	New	York,	Denpasar	and	Jakarta,	Indonesia,	June	15-18.	
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2002	 West	Papua	Working	Paper.	Invited	Presentation	in	First	Meeting	of	The	
Dynamics	and	Management	of	Internal	Conflicts	in	Asia,	a	Project	of	the	East-West	
Center	and	the	Carnegie	Corporation	of	New	York,	Washington,	D.C.,	September	29	–	
October	3.	
	
RESEARCH	
	
2016-2017	 Cross	training	and	comparative	ethnographic	research	on	belief	and	
communication	among	severely	and	profoundly	intellectually	delayed	young	people	
and	their	families.	
	
2003	 Historical	and	ethnographic	work	on	Papuan	nationalism.	Library	and	
archival	research	in	the	Netherlands	and	the	U.S.	Interviews	and	participant	
observation	in	Leiden,	New	York,	and	New	Haven	and	upcoming	in	Jakarta,	Bali,	and	
Jayapura.	Research	on	the	internet.	
	
2002	 Ethnographic	research	in	Jayapura,	Biak,	and	Paniai,	West	Papua.	
	
2001	 Archival	research	in	the	Netherlands.	Collection	of	documents	on	linguistic	
practices	and	ideologies	associated	with	the	Protestant	mission	in	New	Guinea.	
	
1998	 Ethnographic	research	in	Biak,	West	Papua	and	the	Netherlands.	Preliminary	
investigations	for	project	on	Papuan	nationalism.	
	
1992	-	1994	 Ethnographic	research	in	Biak,	West	Papua	on	kinship,	historical	
consciousness	and	ethnicity.	Recorded	and	transcribed	sung	texts.	
	
1992	-	1994	 Historical	research	consulting	Dutch	government,	mission,	and	
academic	sources	in	the	Netherlands.	Interviewed	exiles	and	former	colonial	
officials.	
	
1990	 The	Ford	Foundation,	Jakarta,	Indonesia.	Internship	assessing	legal	
approaches	to	securing	forest	tenure	rights	in	Indonesia’s	Outer	Islands.	Analyzed	
national	policy	in	context	of	case	studies	drawn	from	research	in	Irian	Jaya.	
Authored	strategy	paper.	
	
1989	 Homeless	Housing	Division,	Department	of	Housing,	Preservation	and	
Development,	New	York,	New	York.	Internship	evaluating	program	training	
unemployed	youth	in	housing	renovation.	Authored	report.	
	 	 	
GRANTS	AND	FELLOWSHIPS	
	 	
National	Science	Foundation	Scholars	Award	
National	Endowment	for	the	Humanities	Fellowship		
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John	D.	and	Catherine	T.	MacArthur	Foundation	Program	for	Global	Security	and	
Sustainability,	Research	and	Writing	Grant		
Fulbright-Hays	Doctoral	Dissertation	Abroad	Fellowship	
Social	Science	Research	Council	Dissertation	Fellowship	for	Area	Research	
Wenner-Gren	Foundation	for	Anthropological	Research,	Predoctoral	Grant		
United	States	Department	of	Education	Jacob	K.	Javits	Graduate	Fellowship	
	
HONORS	AND	AWARDS		
	
President,	Society	for	Cultural	Anthropology	
Member,	Institute	for	Advanced	Study	
Lauriston	Sharp	Prize	from	the	Southeast	Asian	Studies	Program,	Cornell	University		
Phi	Kappa	Phi	
Phi	Beta	Kappa	
National	Merit	Scholar	
	
SELECTED	PROFESSIONAL	SERVICE	
	
Board,	Society	for	Cultural	Anthropology	
Website	Committee,	Society	for	Cultural	Anthropology	and	Journal	of	Cultural	
Anthropology	
Friends	of	Society	for	Cultural	Anthropology	
Indonesian	Human	Rights	Network	
Board	of	Directors,	Papua	Resource	Center	
	
Editorial	Advisory	Board	of	Ethnos	
Editorial	Advisory	Board	of	Indonesia	
Wilder	House	Editorial	Board,	University	of	Chicago	Press	
Editorial	Board,	Malinowski	Monograph	Series,	HAU:	The	Journal	of	Ethnographic	
Theory	and	University	of	Chicago	Press	
	
Reviewer	for	Pacific	Rim	Executive	Committee	
Reviewer	for	Religion	and	International	Affairs	Dissertation	Workshop,	Social	
Science	Research	Council	
Reviewer	for	Journal	of	the	Royal	Anthropological	Institute	
Reviewer	for	American	Ethnologist	
Reviewer	for	American	Anthropologist	
Reviewer	for	Cultural	Anthropology	
Reviewer	for	Ethnos	
Reviewer	for	Feminist	Anthropology	
Reviewer	for	Gay	and	Lesbian	Quarterly	
Reviewer	for	Indonesia	
Reviewer	for	Medical	Anthropology	Quarterly	
Reviewer	for	Oceania	
Reviewer	for	Policy	Studies	
Reviewer	for	Journal	of	Religious	Studies	
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Reviewer	for	Journal	of	Asian	Studies	
Reviewer	for	ACLS	Dissertation	Research	Fellowship	
Reviewer	for	Charlotte	W.	Newcombe	Foundation	
Reviewer	for	Cornell	University	Press	
Reviewer	for	Duke	University	Press	
Reviewer	for	Social	Sciences	and	Humanities	Research	Council	of	Canada	
Reviewer	for	Stanford	University	Press	
Reviewer	for	University	of	Michigan	Press	
Reviewer	for	University	of	California	Press	
Reviewer	for	University	of	Chicago	Press	
Reviewer	for	Wenner-Gren	Foundation	
	
Referee	for	Personnel	Actions	at	Aarhus	University,	Cornell	University,	Graduate	
Center	of	the	City	College	of	New	York,	London	School	of	Economics	and	Political	
Science,	New	York	University,	Princeton	University,	University	of	California,	Davis,	
University	of	California,	Irvine,	University	of	California,	Los	Angeles,	University	of	
Chicago,	University	of	Iowa,	and	University	of	Toronto	
	
External	Review	Committee,	Department	of	Anthropology,	Johns	Hopkins	University	
	
Thesis	Examiner	for	Catherine	Allerton,	Marlon	Huwae,	Jenny	Munro,	and	Tom	
Powell-Davies	
	
Book	Workshops	for	E.	Summerson	Carr,	Daena	Funahashi,	and	Juno	Salazar	
Parreñas	
	
	
	
SELECTED	WENNER-GREN	SERVICE	
	
Proposal	Workshops	for	AJESEC	Republic	of	Congo,	American	Anthropological	
Association,	American	Association	of	Biological	Anthropologists,	Ashoka	University,	
Brazilian	Association	of	Anthropology,	City	University	of	New	York,	Cornell	
University,	Delhi	University,	European	Association	of	Archaeologists,	European	
Association	of	Social	Anthropologists,	Federal	University	of	Rio	de	Janeiro,	Global	
Council	for	Anthropological	Linguistics,	Govind	Ballabh	Pant	Social	Science	Institute,	
Harvard	University,	Hong	Kong	Chinese	University,	Indonesian	National	Research	
and	Innovation	Agency,	Insaniyyat	Society	of	Palestinian	Anthropologists,		Institut	
Fondamental	d’Afrique	Noire,	International	Union	of	Anthropological	and	
Ethnological	Science,	London	School	of	Economics	and	Political	Science,	New	School,	
New	York	University,	Rice	University,	Shiv	Nadar	University,	Society	for	American	
Archaeology,	Society	for	Applied	Anthropology,	Universidad	Autónoma	
Metropolitana,	Universidade	Eduardo	Mondlane,	University	of	Cape	Town,		
University	of	Indonesia,	University	of	California,	San	Diego,	University	of	California,	
Irvine,	University	of	California,	Davis,	University	of	California,	Santa	Cruz,	University	
of	Helsinki,	University	of	Pennsylvania,	University	of	Chicago,	University	of	
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Connecticut,	University	of	Colorado,	University	of	Oregon,	University	of	Tennessee,	
University	of	Michigan,	University	of	South	Florida,	University	of	Texas,	Austin,	
University	of	Texas,	San	Antonio,	Vietnam	National	University,	and	World	
Anthropological	Union	
		
Virtual	Workshops	for	Prospective	Applicants,	Declined	Applicants,	and	Grantees		
Reviewer	Meetings	and	Trainings	
	
Collaborative	Initiatives	on	Diversity,	Equity,	Inclusion,	and	Justice	in	Anthropology	
with	Anthropology	Southern	Africa,	Archaeology	Centers	Coalition,	ASOR,	
Association	of	Black	Anthropologists,	Cornell	Institute	for	Archaeology	and	Material	
Studies,	Center	for	Experimental	Ethnography,	Indigenous	Archaeology	Collective,	
Explorers	Club,	Institute	for	Field	Research,	Leakey	Foundation,	National	
Endowment	for	the	Humanities,	National	Science	Foundation,	National	Geographic	
Society,	SAPIENS,	Social	Science	Research	Council,	and	Society	for	Black	
Archaeologists		
	
Organizer	and	Co-Editor	of	Wenner-Gren	Forums	on	the	Future	of	Anthropology:	
Ethics,	Questions,	and	Methods	in	the	Age	of	Covid-19,	Funding	Equity	in	
Anthropology,	and	Pathways	to	Anthropological	Futures	
	
Co-organizer	of	Webinar	Series,	“Can	Anthropology	Be	Radically	Humanist?”	
Co-organizer	of	Webinar	Series,	“From	the	Margins	to	the	Mainstream:	Black	and	
Indigenous	Futures	in	Archaeology”	
Co-organizer	of	Webinar,	“Anti-Blackness:	Readings	on	Violence,	Resistance,	and	
Repair”	
Co-organizer	of	Webinar,	“The	Case	for	Letting	Anthropology	Burn?	Race,	Racism,	
and	Its	Reckoning	in	American	Anthropology”	
Co-organizer	of	Listening	Session	at	American	Association	of	Biological	
Anthropology	on	the	Ethical	Treatment	of	Human	Remains	
Contributor	to	Smithsonian	Institution	Workshop	on	Ethical	Futures	in	Biological	
Anthropology	
	
Leadership	in	Strategic	Planning	and	Drafting	of	Wenner-Gren	Mission;	Creation	of	
Global	Initiatives	Grant,	Engaged	Research	Grant,	Wadsworth	Institution	Grant,	
Wenner-Gren	Webinars,	Wenner-Gren	Seminars,	Wenner-Gren	Forums,	and	
Wenner-Gren	Collection	of	Successful	Grant	Proposals;	Internal	and	External	
Funding	Equity	Surveys;	Website	Design	and	Launch	
	
UNIVERSITY	SERVICE,	UNIVERSITY	OF	CALIFORNIA,	SANTA	CRUZ	
	
Member,	Committee	on	Planning	and	Budget	
Social	Science	Divisional	Study	Committee	
Faculty	Fellow,	College	Nine	
Deanship	of	the	College	Selection	Committee	
Executive	Committee	of	Pacific	Rim	Research	Program	
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Search	Committee	for	Dean	of	the	Humanities	
Faculty	Advisory	Committee	for	Southeast	Asia	
Selection	Committee	for	the	Campus	Nominee	for	the	Packard	Fellowship	for	
Science	and	Engineering	
Judge,	Graduate	Research	Symposium	
Speaker,	Educational	Opportunity	Program	Faculty	Dinner	
Anthropology	Department	Chair	(2011-2016)	
Anthropology	Department	Personnel	Committee	
Anthropology	Department	Curriculum	Committee	
		
UNIVERSITY	SERVICE,	UNIVERSITY	OF	CHICAGO	
	
Anthropology	Department	Director	of	Graduate	Studies	
Council	of	the	Senate	
Committee	on	Theatre	and	Performance	Studies	
Board	of	International	Studies	
Committee	on	Southern	Asian	Studies	
Council	on	Advanced	Studies	in	the	Humanities	and	the	Social	Sciences	
Saller	Prize	Committee	
Fellow,	Chicago	Center	for	Contemporary	Theory	
Sponsor,	Workshop	on	Religion	and	the	Social	
Sponsor,	Interdisciplinary	Christianities	Workshop	
	
SELECTED	MENTORING	AND	ADVISING	
	
Fernando	Aguirre,	Sareeta	Amrute,	Vanitha	Asokan,	Gretchen	Bakke,	Michael	Barin,	
Leslie	Bermingham,	Ted	Biggs,	Rob	Blunt,	Gillian	Bogart,	Vicki	Brennan,	Eric	
Brodnax,	Justin	Buck,	Kim	Cameron-Dominguez,	Wenrui	Chen,	Abigail	Chua,	
Susanne	Cohen,	Alexandra	Cordts,	Brent	Crosson,	Chris	Cochran,	Aryo	Danusiri,	
Karen	deVries,	Evelyn	Drake,	Ben	Eastman,	Arnika	Fuhrmann,	Maria	Garrett,	Mark	
Geraghty,	Kelly	Gillespie,	William	Girard,	Kathryn	Goldfarb,	Alex	Golub,	Peter	Graif,	
Chris	Graziul,	Courtney	Handman,	Joseph	Hankins,	Lizzy	Hare,	Colin	Hoag,	Greta	
Honold,	Brian	Horne,	Suraiya	Jetha,	Fatimah	Johnson,	Hatib	Kadir,	Celina	Kapoor,	
Caroline	Kao,	Timo	Kaartinen,	Sohini	Kar,	Eben	Kirksey,	Joseph	Klein,	Antoinette	
Klimek,	Rachel	Ksenyak,	Veronika	Kusumaryati,	Mae	Lindsey,	Chester	Liwosz,	
Jennifer	Lopez,	Sarah	Luna,	Karim	Mata,	Kenneth	McGill,	Debra	McDougall,	Emily	
McEwan-Fujita,	Milena	Meller,	Townsend	Middleton,	Marston	Morgan,	Jacob	
Nerenberg,	Shunsuke	Nozawa,	Julianne	Obadia,	John	Osburg,	Elayne	Oliphant,	Juno	
Salazar	Parreñas,	Gretchen	Pfeil,	Jenny	Rapp,	Rachel	Rinaldo,	Matt	Rich,	Timothy	
Riddle,	Jess	Robinson,	Tracey	Rosen,	Kali	Rubaii,	Kathy	Rupp,	Stanislaus	Sandarupa,	
Ryan	Singel,	Rupert	Stasch,	Rachel	Stipanuk,	Jonah	Steinberg,	Kabir	Tambar,	Gabriel	
Tusinski,	Nishita	Trisal,	Chu-Chiun	Wei,	Becca	Wheeler,	Rihan	Yeh,	Ben	Zimmer	
		


