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and play ball like men
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A 1958 department storé window depicting the ieal suburban family.

It instructs women consumers “How to Keep a Man” - by buying home
movie cameras and backyard barbecues.



"Women who lead very
active lives, under
conditions of nervous
stress and strain, often
do not concelve, and
when they do, they

miscarry. These women
are violating their own
biological natures; and
for this they pay a heavy
price."

- Ladies Home Journal
1949







The Mahatma: Rickey’s career and his
subterfuge: the United States League
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GOODBY TO SOME OLD BASEBALL IDEAS

“The Brain’ of the game unveils formula that statistically disproves cherished myths and demonstrates what really wins

by BRANCH RICKEY

Asthe man who guided the St. Louis Cardinals to six National
Branch
sburgh Pirates,
wost sucerssful exec
tive, He reas among the irs to use sich revolutionary practices
s the farm system and the mass tryout

e 10 new ideas, We are slow
obet.

p methods.
cnily | have come upon a devi seball which
npelled me to put different values
mast cherished theories. It reveals some
about the natare o

iging with a higl

te to winning and
nd at the same
memory.

w flo
f excellence at hat. Why?
he professionals lean

25
UNITED

determined. We compiled these figures oth msjor leagues for

Previmt
JHN G BHACKLLIORD
32 Pewrs Bl
Chrvviand, Onip

Caarees 2300

Vien Prosidend Tosstemns |
W. A GRECMLLE
1402 Wylke Aveses
Prdergh, Pa
Cowt £926

Lo Setrwhary
SYONEY Sa0TH

Pudlieity Direclar:
HAYWARD JAGCKION

Poad Setrtary
HAMPTON L. JOHNSON

Septonber-Ootoder 1546
1ulu
itadiun, v watd

ld=gano sorios = ¥




Er
v
mu QA

-u\\f'\

BASSK]
. Wuuq

T _ﬁ

= 3 :'l‘

e l '» : @
et Al ’ \
5‘.‘-' ‘.—r».‘\ ' C A . '.
“ E’;“ o) “- ALKER 4 ?,-‘ N
oW o o ( ll _...
oL A !"‘ 9} % \ ‘



1942: Rickey to Dodgers and his motivations
for the great experiment: civic virtue? (53)

HOUSE

by Jnowy Powers

El Cheapo Rickey would not gamble on bringing in a stranger
Flatbush to succeed Durocher but the $80,000-a-year Brooklyn prcg })
dent is no dope and he realizes that the popular Dixie Walker wou. |

- e
o

i

“Please tell me why...I spent
four mortal hours today
conversing with a man named [ o
Dizzy Dean.” Tygiel, 53 o FERRET

P

be an excellent rallying point for all the fans, if and when Durocher
knocks himself out with some bedroom, courtroom, bar, apartment,
or under-the-stands shenanigans in the future

“I've never been sure Rickey didn’t do it to knock us out,” mused
Negro League star Frank Forbes. “We were giving him fits at the
gate.” Tygiel, 53. At right, Negro League game at Polo Grounds; top
right, Charlie Thomas; top left Jimmy Powersm New York Daily News
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> The'clfssie commrﬁlvestuzﬁo( race pllations in the Americas

Laying the Groundwork: Rickey’s i N =

philosophy, his owner, the Mayor’s il . SLAVE
Committee, and “the one” R S Y <Y e
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George V. McLaughlin, of Brookyn
Trust Company and Dodgers’
owner; as police commissioner of
NYC, he had promoted racial equity

_ s “How can a man of worth and
“All I had to do was treat him as a Y human dignity and unsullied

man, a fellow man, treat him f.S a " personality bend enough?”
ballplayer, broa.dcast.the ball. . Wil Rickey quoted in Tygiel, 58. At
Barber quoted in Tygiel, 55 | AR left, Fiorella LaGuardia who

J created the Mayor’s Committee
on Unity.




The One: JR as troublemaker
or virtuous citizen?

oL -
RECORD OF TRIAL

(Proper)
of

—.Bobinson, Jeck R, 0-1031586
(Last nasoe) (First name and middle initial) {Army serial No.)

LSS e ")

(Grade) (Organization)

——— 80D Mo0d, Toxas, .

(Station)

By

GENERAL COURT MARTIAL
Appointed by the Commanding G¥f&§X General

—Resdquarters XXIIT CORPS .
Tried of :
d, Texas, = __ 2 Auguat _ 19.44.

Newcombe, and testlfylng

Jbefore HUAC in 1949. Called

to discredit Paul Robeson’s

JR also spoke for racial
equality.

“A victim of prejudice,” writes Tygiel, Robinson “reacted vehemently when he
perceived a racially-motivated slight. His driving desire for excellent and his keen
sense of injustice created an explosive urge. ‘He was the kind of man who had to
make his presence felt,” says his friend and teammate Don Newcombe. ‘He
sometimes overdid it. Like a boiler he could not keep it all inside.” Tygiel, 62.




The Meeting:

nonresistance,
collaboration,
and secrecy

Larry McPhail of the Yankees, a foe of integration, left the
Mayor’s committee to issue his own report, stirring up
controversy and threatening to make the JR signing as
forced.

- . - " =
A=A

“Mr. Rickey, do you want
a ballplayer who’s afraid
to fight back,” Robinson
asked Rickey. “l want a
player with guts enough
to not fight back,” Rickey
answered. Tygiel, 66




"There comes a time when people get tired. We are here this evening to say to those who have mistreated
us so long, that we are tired. Tired of being segregated and humiliated; tired of being kicked about by the
brutal feet of oppression. We have no alternative but to protest....our actions must be guided by the
deepest principles of our Christian faith. Love must be our regulating ideal. Once again we must hear
the words of Jesus echoing across the centuries: 'Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, and pray
for them that despitefully use you.' If we fail to do this our protest will end up as a meaningless drama on
the stage of history, and its memory will be shrouded with the ugly garments of shame. In spite of the
mistreatment that we have confronted we must not become bitter and end up by hating our white
brothers. As Booker T. Washington said, 'Let no man pull you so low as to make you hate him." If you
will protest courageously, and yet with dignity and Christian love, when the history books are written in
future generations, the historians will have to pause and say, 'There lived a great people - a black people -
who injected new meaning and dignity into the veins of civilization." This is our challenge and our
overwhelming responsibility." - Martin Luther King, Jr., speaking extemporaneously during the Montgomery bus
boycott, 1955

Reinhold Neibuhr and “the
spiritual defense against

resentment”: "If social cohesion is
impossible without coercion, and coercion is

impossible without the creation of social
injustice, and the destruction of injustice is
impossible without the use of further
coercion, are we not in an endless cycle of
social conflict?"




“Life 1s to be
lived, not
controlled, and
humanity i1s won
by continuing to
play in face of

certain defeat.”

- from Ralph Ellison’s
Invisible Man (1952)




The Montreal
announcement
(10/23/45) and
reaction: black-
white, North-South,
official-unofticial

After Cleveland star
Bob Feller doubted

the heavily muscled V(;HER.

JR could hit an OTES
inside pitch,
Robinson
responded: “I
played two games
against Feller on
the coast last
month...but if you
lined ten of us
[Negroes], I'll bet he
couldn’t pick me out
of the bunch.”
Tyqiel, 76
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was
‘1'1' NAMED TO BASEBALL HALL OF FAME: Bob Feller
be

Pee Wee
Reese (76)
and Satchel
Paige (78)
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Key Figures in Case

AN PGURES IN SMOMING OF JACE ROBNSON - -
‘Guess I'm Just a Guinea Pig,
Realizes Ilh Re \Imn\llulllln in Montreal Tryout *

20 Negroes Pla

Rickey’s
experiment, The
Sporting News
editorialized, left
“the racial problem
as far from a
satisfactory solution
as ever.” Tygiel, 74.
See also 76.

" Says Jack Robinson:

That Opened Door to Colored Players *
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) ) “However well intentioned, the use of
The 1946 Teport: OWners revolt Negro players would hazard all the

and Chandler support? e~ physical properties of baseball.” Secret
: 1946 report, unanimously endorsed by

. Rickey’s fellow owners, then carefully

2% collected by NL president Ford Frick.

s: Dodgers Lose; Y

5 ‘(-'vllvr Favors Airing of Dispute |}
A Over Baseball's Reserve Clause [

. On Ce”er . Representative From Broohiyn .(-‘guh;

Congressional Hearing and Action lo

: hearlngS N Protect the Notional Pastime
¥ and
Chandler’s

_frole, see
81-82, 89

“There are few, if any, negro players who could qualify for play in the major leagues
at this time. A major league player must have something besides natural ability.”
McPhail’s letter to the Mayor’s Commission in 1945. The 1946 “Report of the Major
League Steering Committee” (drafted by McPhail) concluded that “Negro
attendance in parks such as the Yankee Stadium, the Polo Grounds, and Comiskey
Park could conceivably threaten the value of Major League franchises....” Tygiel, 84




The Agony of
the Negro
Leagues:
Raiding vs. the |
Progress of the

any

player under uniform
contract and | learned
that all players of all
teams became free
agents at the end of
the season....”Rickey
quoted in Tygiel, 87

“We won't take it lying down...Robinson signed a contract with
us last year and | feel he is our property.” Tom Baird, part-
owner of KC Monarchs (reputed to have been a member of
the KKK). Tygiel, 86. Article at right from Alabama Tribune,
1048

| The Negro
League
owners are
“as selfish as

plantation

Tygiel, 88

owner.
R .
ace (f,f’ﬁwaguﬁﬂtfmt&r Chicago
mu_ﬁu',.u x T T CHICAGO, ILL, SATURDAY, APRIL 19, 1947 3 pArss o op Defender ;
editorial,
“| failed to find a single jquoted in

CHICAGO — (ANP) — Owners
in the Negro American league
scored Branch Rickey Sr., presi-
dent of the Brooklyn Dodgers, in
their two-day schedule meeting at
the Hotel Grand. Rickey was the
target for having deliberately sign-
ed Jackie Robinson in the fall of
1946 without consulting the owners
of the Kansas City Monarchs who
claimed Robinson as their property.

Tom Baird of Kansas <City, Kan.
now sole owner of the Negro club,
expressed his surprise at Rickey’s
failure to be “gentleman enough to

. COODBYE

Negro BaseballOwners
Flay Branch Rickey

BITTERSWEET

property of the Negro National
league clubs.

Rickey paid a reported $1,000 for
Roy Partlow, pitcher on the Phila-
delphia Stars. He has since been
released. Near the season’s end,
Rickey bought the contract of Dan
Bankhead pitcher on the Memphis
Red Sox. He signed Sammy Gee,
Detroit Negro high schopl player,
last summer for one of his farm
teams.

The St.
Willard Brown,
Henry Thompson, infielder of the

Touis Browns signed
outfielder, and

answer his corresindence Kansas City Monarchs after con-
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RICKEY IXHAD‘S HIS EQUATION, in which the firnst cluster of

ot offerne, the secomd for defense, and G (for game)

GOODBY TO

‘The Brain’ of the game unveils formula

As the man who guided the St. Louis Cardinals to six National
League pennants and the Brookiyn Dodgers to two, Branch
Rickey, currently general manager of the Pittsburgh Pirates,
is considered baseball's brainient and most sucorssful execus
tive, He was among the first to use smuch revolutionary practices
as the Jarm system and the mass tryout camp, the first execu.
tive to e the value of using bascball statiics in putting
together and running his teams. Nowe he has developed anoth-
or approach to the game which Livy. here presents,

ASEBALL people generally are allergic to new ideas, We are slow
to change. For 51 years | have judged baseball by personal obser-
vation, by considered opinion and by accepted statistical methods,
But recently | have come upon a device for measuring baseball which
has compelled me to put different values on some of my oldest and
most cherished theories. It reveals some new and startling truths
about the nature of the game. It is a means of gauging witha hl:h de-
gree of accuracy important factors which contribute to winning and
losing baseball games. It is the most disconcerting and at the same
time the most constructive thing to come into bascball in my memory.
The formula, for | 20 designate it, is what mathematicians call a
simple, additive equation:

(n.u-rw UTB—H) )

A0S +HP 4AB T H4BBAHP

n 0 - HB R SO

— 4 + - v) -G
A Y aTweens T RFearns T SlAb+ob+ e

The symbols, familiar to all baseball fans, are explained in the cap-
tion to the picture above. The part of the equation in the first paren-
thesis stands for a baseball team’s offense. The part in the second

_BB+HB
AB' A

\B+BB+HB ' H*BB+HB §(AB+BB+HB)

repeesents the results or efficiency of the team. In loth groups H stands for

hits, BB for tuses on balls, AB for times at lat. In offcase » HP staevls

G

for hit by pitcher, TB for total bases. R for runs. In defense group HB stands
for hit batsman, ER for carned rums, SO for stnheoots and F for febling,

SOME OLD BASEBALL IDEAS

that statistically disproves cherished myths and demonstrates what really wins

by BRANCH RICKEY

ability to get base runners home with runs. But the formula estab.
lishes that the real reason for the Giants' spectacular success this
season has been pitching and the key to pitching suecess is the
stafl"s ability to keep men who get on base from sconng

The formula is designed principally 1o gauge and analyze per.
formance on a team basis. But certain clements in it provide a
yardstick for measuring individual talent, It can show a manager how
and why certain players are helping the team and | and why oth.
ers are failing. A complete understanding of the formula could influ-
ence player trades. [t can cause an intelligent manager 1o alter some
features of his tactical Approac h to the game

If the |-|n"|-||| world 15 to accept this new system of analyvzing the
game—and eventually it will—it must first give up pre
wdeas. | had to. The formula outrages certain standands that experi
enced baschall people have sworn I \ ,;Il their lives. Runs batted is
A misleading figure, Strikeouts? | always rated them highly as a de-
termining force in pitching. | do now. But new facts convinee me
that | bave overrated their impe ce in so far a3 game importance
is concerned. Even batling average must be reexamined.

eivel

What Johnny Whosit hit

HERE are people who pride themselves on their ability to quote

what Johnny Whosit hit the year of the big flood. Among fans it
is the accepted standand of excellence at hat. Why? Principally be.
cause it is casy to figure. Even the professionals lean upon it. But
batting average is only a partial means of determining a man's ef-
fectiveness on offense. It neglects o major factor, the base on balls,
which is reflected only negatively in the batting average (by not
counting it as a time at hat). Actually walks are extremely important.

months ago if the dey rlnlunrnl of such a formula was ;----1”4‘. I ex-
pressed serious doubts In the past little effort and almost no thought
has been spent on separating the basic clements of baseball and giv.
ing them a relative value, Mr. Connie Mack was once quoted as saying
that pitching was 707 of the game. My own fecling, before compiling

any evidence, was that pitching was at least 50% of

lepart.

and examining
the game, | considered it baseball’s most impartant single
ment. Give me four superb starting pitehers— Christy Mathewson, Cy
Young, Walter Johnson and Dizzy Dean—and | felt | could win
a pennant with Humpty Dumpty at every other position. George
Weiss, general manager of the kru York Yankees and a man whose
opinion | respect, put pitching at about 35'¢ of the game

What were the facts? To help assemble data that would lead to
facts [ brought in Allan Roth, who prepares and refines statisties for
the Brooklyn D«
specialist in baseball,

The problem had 10 be appr
alter several lalse and frustratic
indeed puzzling. They tried men’s patience. Only after reverting to
bare ABC's was any progress noted. We knew, of course, that all
baschall was divided into two parts—olfense and defense. We con.
cluded further that weakness or strength in cither of these de
partments could be measured in terms of runs. Thus offense was
equal to the number of runs scored by a team and defense was equal
to the number of runs scored against it. It was the only practical
way to figure it. These were facts.

he next step was 10 find out how to use them, Pechaps, by taking
the runs scored per game by major league clubs aver an entire season
and measuring l‘n'm against opponents’ runs, some pattern could be
determined. We compiled these figures for both major leagues for

ers and who, in my opinion, is the top statistical

ached cautiously. It became apparent
starts that baselall statistics were
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NEW YORK YANKEES
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