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A 1958 department store window depicting the ideal suburban family. 
It instructs women consumers “How to Keep a Man” - by buying home 
movie cameras and backyard barbecues.  



"Women who lead very 
active lives, under 
conditions of nervous 
stress and strain, often 
do not conceive, and 
when they do, they 
miscarry.  These women 
are violating their own 
biological natures; and 
for this they pay a heavy 
price."  

- Ladies Home Journal 
1949





The Mahatma: Rickey’s career and his 
subterfuge: the United States League





1942: Rickey to Dodgers and his motivations 
for the great experiment: civic virtue? (53)

“I’ve never been sure Rickey didn’t do it to knock us out,” mused 
Negro League star Frank Forbes. “We were giving him fits at the 
gate.”  Tygiel, 53. At right, Negro League game at Polo Grounds; top 
right, Charlie Thomas; top left Jimmy Powersm New York Daily News 
columnist. 

“Please tell me why…I spent 
four mortal hours today 
conversing with a man named 
Dizzy Dean.” Tygiel, 53



Laying the Groundwork: Rickey’s 
philosophy, his owner, the Mayor’s 
Committee, and “the one” 

“All I had to do was treat him as a 
man, a fellow man, treat him as a 
ballplayer, broadcast the ball.” 
Barber quoted in Tygiel, 55

George V. McLaughlin, of Brookyn 
Trust Company and Dodgers’ 
owner; as police commissioner of 
NYC, he had promoted racial equity 

“How can a man of worth and 
human dignity and unsullied 
personality bend enough?” 
Rickey quoted in Tygiel, 58. At 
left, Fiorella LaGuardia who 
created the Mayor’s Committee 
on Unity. 



The One: JR as troublemaker 
or virtuous citizen?

“A victim of prejudice,” writes Tygiel, Robinson “reacted vehemently when he 
perceived a racially-motivated slight. His driving desire for excellent and his keen 
sense of injustice created an explosive urge. ‘He was the kind of man who had to 
make his presence felt,’ says his friend and teammate Don Newcombe. ‘He 
sometimes overdid it. Like a boiler he could not keep it all inside.” Tygiel, 62. 

JR’s Fort Hood court martial, 
his college athletics, with 
Newcombe, and testifying 
before HUAC in 1949. Called 
to discredit Paul Robeson’s 
statement that blacks would 
not fight against the Soviets, 
JR also spoke for racial 
equality. 



The Meeting: 
nonresistance, 
collaboration, 
and secrecy

“Mr. Rickey, do you want 
a ballplayer who’s afraid 
to fight back,” Robinson 
asked Rickey. “I want a 
player with guts enough 
to not fight back,” Rickey 
answered. Tygiel, 66

Larry McPhail of the Yankees, a foe of integration, left the 
Mayor’s committee to issue his own report, stirring up 
controversy and threatening to make the JR signing as 
forced.

“Robinson possessed, 
by one description, ‘a 
sensitive, intelligent 
face, with strong 
features, a high 
forehead, and 
determined chin.’” One 
columnist called him 
“the blackest black man, 
as well as one of the 
most handsome, I ever 
saw.” Tygiel, 66.



"There comes a time when people get tired.  We are here this evening to say to those who have mistreated 
us so long, that we are tired.  Tired of being segregated and humiliated; tired of being kicked about by the 
brutal feet of oppression.  We have no alternative but to protest....our actions must be guided by the 
deepest principles of our Christian faith.  Love must be our regulating ideal.  Once again we must hear 
the words of Jesus echoing across the centuries: 'Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, and pray 
for them that despitefully use you.'  If we fail to do this our protest will end up as a meaningless drama on 
the stage of history, and its memory will be shrouded with the ugly garments of shame.  In spite of the 
mistreatment that we have confronted we must not become bitter and end up by hating our white 
brothers.  As Booker T. Washington said, 'Let no man pull you so low as to make you hate him.'  If you 
will protest courageously, and yet with dignity and Christian love, when the history books are written in 
future generations, the historians will have to pause and say, 'There lived a great people - a black people - 
who injected new meaning and dignity into the veins of civilization.'  This is our challenge and our 
overwhelming responsibility."  - Martin Luther King, Jr., speaking extemporaneously during the Montgomery bus 
boycott, 1955

Reinhold Neibuhr and “the 
spiritual defense against 
resentment”:  "If social cohesion is 
impossible without coercion, and coercion is 
impossible without the creation of social 
injustice, and the destruction of injustice is 
impossible without the use of further 
coercion, are we not in an endless cycle of 
social conflict?" 



 “Life is to be 
lived, not 
controlled, and 
humanity is won 
by continuing to 
play in face of 
certain defeat.”  
 - from Ralph Ellison’s 
Invisible Man (1952)

A Populist and Civic Movement



The Montreal 
announcement 
(10/23/45) and 
reaction: black-
white, North-South, 
official-unofficial 

Rickey’s 
experiment, The 
Sporting News 
editorialized, left 
“the racial problem 
as far from a 
satisfactory solution 
as ever.” Tygiel, 74. 
See also 76.

After Cleveland star 
Bob Feller doubted 
the heavily muscled 
JR could hit an 
inside pitch, 
Robinson 
responded: “I 
played two games 
against Feller on 
the coast last 
month…but if you 
lined ten of us 
[Negroes], I’ll bet he 
couldn’t pick me out 
of the bunch.” 
Tygiel, 76

Pee Wee 
Reese (76) 
and Satchel 
Paige (78)



The 1946 report: owners’ revolt 
and Chandler support?

“However well intentioned, the use of 
Negro players would hazard all the 
physical properties of baseball.” Secret 
1946 report, unanimously endorsed by 
Rickey’s fellow owners, then carefully 
collected by NL president Ford Frick. 

“There are few, if any, negro players who could qualify for play in the major leagues 
at this time. A major league player must have something besides natural ability.” 
McPhail’s letter to the Mayor’s Commission in 1945. The 1946 “Report of the Major 
League Steering Committee” (drafted by McPhail) concluded that “Negro 
attendance in parks such as the Yankee Stadium, the Polo Grounds, and Comiskey 
Park could conceivably threaten the value of Major League franchises….” Tygiel, 84

On Celler 
hearings 
and  
Chandler’s 
role, see 
81-82, 89



The Agony of 
the Negro 
Leagues: 
Raiding vs. the 
Progress of the 
Race

“We won’t take it lying down…Robinson signed a contract with 
us last year and I feel he is our property.” Tom Baird, part-
owner of KC Monarchs (reputed to have been a member of 
the KKK). Tygiel, 86. Article at right from Alabama Tribune, 
1948

“I failed to find a single 
player under uniform 
contract and I learned 
that all players of all 
teams became free 
agents at the end of 
the season….”Rickey 
quoted in Tygiel, 87

The Negro 
League 
owners are 
“as selfish as 
any 
plantation 
owner….” 
Chicago 
Defender 
editorial, 
quoted in 
Tygiel, 88










