


Other changes:  foul tips as strikes; soft, discolored balls, 
some relief pitching, better defense (errors per game: 
1876=12.02, 1880=8.67, 1890=6.66, 1900=4.85, 1910=3.55, 
1920= 2.83, 1960= 1.75), spitballers, bigger pitchers from 
“Hippo” Vaughn (6'4", 215 lbs.) to Cy Young (6'2", 210).  

the Dead Ball era, 
1900-1920: 1900 a new 
plate, five-sided and 17 
inches across replaced the 
old 12 inch square, adding 
about 200 sq. inches to strike 
zone.

http://drs.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=+home+plate/v=2/SID=e/l=II/R=3/*-http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?srch=1&p=+home+plate&ei=UTF-8&vm=i&n=20&fl=0&h=851&w=1000&imgurl=theglovedoctor.net/nss-folder/scrapbookgallery/home%2520plate%2520front%2520page%2520partial2.jpg&name=%3Cb%3Ehome%3C/b%3E+%3Cb%3Eplate%3C/b%3E+front+page+partial2.jpg&p=+home+plate&rurl=http://www.theglovedoctor.net/pitchingmachines/&no=3&tt=6,170










The World Series becomes a national institution













The grandstand at Forbes Field

A visit to the ballpark, Outlook reported in 1913, promoted “social solidarity” and “due respect for lawful 
authority,” providing a “safety-valve” of  “momentary relief from the strain and intolerable burden” of 
city life.   Journalists found democracy in the baseball crowd, with “some of the best-known business and 
professional men...standing side by side with their clerks and stenographers.  There was a portly banker 
next to a ragged bootblack, a street-car conductor and an army officer.”  They praised the ballpark for 
accommodating a  “democratic amusement” that brought together “the banker and the office-boy, the 
millionaire and the chauffeur, the professor and the laborer.”   “Business and professional men,” Harpers 
Weekly reported in 1910, stand “shoulder to shoulder with the street urchin,” cheering at the ballpark.  
The Atlantic Monthly praised the baseball park as our “national contribution to the building arts,” housing 
“the religion of democracy” for crowds “made up of all conditions, ages, races, temperaments, and states 
of mind.”  Connie Mack was thus repeating a truism when in 1950 he recalled the “great democracy of 
fans in the grandstands and in the bleachers.”   
  

The ballpark becomes a civic landmark



Crowd outside 
the first game 
of the 1919 
World Series 
in Cincinnati



“It never occurred 
to me that one 
man could start to 
play with the faith 
of fifty million 
people - with the 
single mindedness 
of a burglar 
blowing a safe.”  
F. Scott 
Fitzgerald, The 
Great Gatsby



A crisis of civic and market?   
A) the black mark of the reserve clause  

B) What the New York Times would call the “hippodroming 
of the sport,” manipulating it for the purpose of maximizing 
profit - either by monopolizing, breaking monopoly, or 
colluding within the monopoly  

C) the threat of gambling and especially the 1919 fix that 
highlighting both A and B. 



Newark 
Peppers of 
the Federal 
League

the Players’ Fraternity (1912) and The Federal League challenge 
(1914-1915); falling salaries after 1903, then doubled between 1913-1915; fearful of 
losing players to the newly-forming Federal League, the owners granted concessions to the PF, 
including free agency for ten-year veterans.

Dave Fultz, 
organizer of 
Players Fraternity



The Federal League challenge (1914-1915); James Gilmore, Chicago steel 
maker, brought new money, from mass production, mass marketing industries, into the 
game; the Ward brothers (Tip-Top bread), Phil Ball (ice), Otto Stefel (brewing), Charles 
Weeghman (luncheonettes), Phil Wrigley (chewing gum).  Settlement brought in several of 
these as new owners of Chicago Cubs and St. Louis Browns.



Baseball “has been gradually 
taken away from the spectators 
and made the plaything of 
speculative managers.”  Fans 
resent the “hippodroming” of the 
sport, with the “capitalists 
pulling the wires.”  New York 
Times editorial from 1915

Charlie Weeghman

Brooklyn Tip-Tops



Four paragraphs, plus



A Chance to Prove Its Civic Mettle?  Baker’s “work or fight” rule 
(1918): shortened season, marginal players; the shipyard teams



the $100, 000 conspiracy; Gandil and the gamblers; Comiskey and his 
players, the eight (Cicotti, Williams, Risberg, Gandil, Jackson, Weaver, 
Felsch, McMullin); Arnold Rothstein.  



 McMullin?       Cicotte on right



Happy Felsch  Centerfielder of Black Sox







Shoeless 
Joe Jackson



Eddie Collins, one of the “Clean Sox”



Happy Felsch

Swede Risberg

Ray Schalk, one of the Clean  
Sox, catching a ball dropped 
 from the top of the Tribune  
Tower 



the urban demimonde and the Hal Chases of the world; McGraw 
and the 1908 pennant race (bribing Phillies and Braves), the 
Cobb-Lajoie-Chalmers affair, Chase’s own checkered career, 
Cobb and Speaker in 1926.  



Cobb and 
Speaker has also 
been implicated 
in betting 
scandals.





Comiskey’s strategy; the 
$10,000 reward and 
controlling the 
investigation; the missing 
confessions 







the National Commission (1903-1920); 
Johnson’s three-man judicial board with limited executive 
powers to impose fines and suspensions; legislative power 
with individual clubs

The July 1919 sale of the 
troublesome Carl Mays 
from Boston to the 
Yankees created a rift 
between Frazee, the 
Yankee Colonels (owners 
who had no loyalty to or 
dependence on the AL 
president) and Johnson.  
When Johnson voided 
the sale, the Colonels 
threatened to take the 
case to court.



Organized Baseball remembered that Judge Landis had helped 
them when the Baltimore club of the Federal League challenged the 
trust: “Both sides must understand that any blows at the thing called 
baseball would be regarded by this court as a blow to a national 
institution.” 1915



“Baseball (the business) stands indicted.” - Hugh Fullerton in The New Republic, 
1920; Only “by placing the supreme jurisdiction in a group of men not financially 
interested in the game” could it be saved.  - editorial in The Nation, 1920;  Landis 
would serve the sport as a “skillful and ruthless cartel enforcer,” keeping the  
litigious owners out of the courts and establishing the commissioner’s authority.

“the best 
interests of the 
game”; a 
public trust or 
a private one?   
the Hays model, someone 
not financially interested 
but who pays the salary?; 
the FTC model - keeping 
the cartel out of the courts



The 1922 Supreme 
Court decision 
granting anti-trust 
exemption (arising 
from Federal League 
suit): Justice Holmes: 
Baseball was not a 
“trade or commerce in 
the commonly-
accepted use of the 
words.”



The 1922 decision 
protected baseball’s 
unusual privilege of 
“private self-
government”: Landis on 
banishment of the eight: 
“regardless of the 
verdict of juries, 
baseball is entirely 
competent to protect 
itself....The only thing 
on anybody’s mind now 
is to make and keep 
baseball what millions 
of fans...want it to be.” 
(italics added)



Buck Weaver in the 1950s


