
League Park, Cleveland - Cy Young on the mound.  A nondescript 
wooden ballpark.





Philadelphia’s Columbia Park - to be supplanted by Shibe Park



Boston’s Huntington Grounds (AL)



The original BANDBOX - Philadelphia’s Baker Bowl





“…and they still stink” the saying was around the National League



MORE MONEY TO BE MADE? 38,000 attended this early 
September game at the Polo Grounds in 1904 - despite the Giants’ 15 
game lead and their announced intention not to play the Boston AL 
“bushers” in the World Series



The Search for a Style







Chicago’s 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition had experimented with neo-
classical architecture as a means of inspiring and disciplining the urban masses.



Cincinnati’s Palace of the Fans



 the new Polo Grounds. 1911: “Just as the monumental cathedrals which everywhere 
dot Europe are the expression of the ideals and aspirations of mankind,” the City Beautiful advocate 
Frederic Howe argued at the height of the Progressive era, “so in America, democracy is coming to 
demand and appreciate fitting monuments for the realization of its life, and splendid parks and 
structures as the embodiment of its ideals.









The classic ballparks acknowledged the key City Beautiful tenet.  The “city cannot maintain a high 
commercial standing,” St. Louis’s City Beautiful plan put it, “unless it maintains, at the same time, a 
high civic life.”  As Howe put it in his praise of the City Beautiful, a belief in the city “as an object of 
public-spirited endeavor” had tempered the “earlier commercial ideals that characterized our thought.” 
The key to linking commercial and civic success was integrating open space into the fabric of the city.  
Olmsted had explained that it was “a common error to regard a park as something to be produced 
complete in itself, as a picture on a canvas.  It should rather be planned as one to be done in fresco, with 
constant consideration of exterior objects.”  The best of the classic ballparks had exactly this quality.  
Privately-built, they were often located in run-down neighborhoods where cheap land could be found.  
Having made an investment in the location, the teams tried to repair and upgrade the area.  
Philadelphia’s Shibe Park supplanted a recently-closed hospital for smallpox victims as the focus of its 
reviving neighborhood. Philadelphia’s mayor commented in his opening day speech on the residential 
and commercial improvement of the Shibe Park neighborhood. 

  



Pittsburgh’s Forbes Field





Forbes Field

Dreyfus located Forbes Field in Pittsburgh’s Oakland neighborhood, situated between a working-
class residential area and the mansions of the city’s elite.  Already something of a cultural center, the 
area supported two colleges, a museum, library, concert hall, conservatory, and the city’s largest 
public park.  Dreyfus’s landscape architect, Charles Leavitt, worked with a lot dominated by a deep 
gully requiring extensive backfilling.  Since most of the site was unsuitable for building, a ballpark 
with a grandstand on one edge and an open field elsewhere was the perfect facility to repair and 
complete the urban fabric.  The park complemented and set off the site, the green of the field echoing 
the hilly Schenley Park just behind the field.  From the outside, the park was a combination of 
structural steel painted green, a white terra cotta exterior, and a copper-sheathed roof that produced an 
orange glow.  The park contributed to the vitality of the neighborhood, where fans would stop in the 
Kunst Bakery before the game and linger for a beer after the game at Gustine’s or other 
establishments within easy walking distance….The park that replaced Forbes Field… 



Three Rivers Stadium, Pittsburgh















A drawing of the proposed Brewers’ Miller Park





Home of the Chicago Whales - opening day with temporary  
bleachers and some really good seats in left.







Sportsman’s Park in St. Louis



 “They were akin to the great public buildings, skyscrapers, and railway terminals 
of the day; they were edifices that local residents proudly pointed to as evidence 
of their city’s size and achievements.  They also served as retreats from the noise, 
dirt, and squalor of the industrial city....a nonurban universe of open vistas, green 
grass, and clean, white boundaries.”  Rader, 86-7









 “The parks were important depositories of collective memories; their 
presence evoked a shared past of heroic deeds and monumental 
blunders.”  Rader, 86-7



 American cities are notorious for destroying 
and remaking themselves at a furious pace.  
Returning to New York from self-imposed European exile in 
1904, Henry James felt the “dreadful chill of change” in the 
physical disappearance of the buildings, the neighborhoods, 
he had known.  A generation later, in his pioneering studies 
of collective memory, Maurice Halbwachs asked how “can 
spatial memories find their place where everything is 
changed, where there are no more vestiges or landmarks?”  
Memories are not only socially constructed (individuals 
telling and writing stories, sharing, celebrating, lamenting 
with others) but they are also physically constructed.  
Memories are the product of one’s encounters with 
landscapes and buildings and are stored in those physical 
artifacts which then serve as stimulants to recollection.   For 
James, the disappearance of physical landmarks was not just 
a matter of personal memory or nostalgia.  If cities made 
history visible through their architecture, as Lewis Mumford 
later argued, then American cities threatened to make history 
invisible.  James found the city “crowned not only with no 
history, but with no credible possibility of time for history.”  
The encounter with landscapes and buildings shapes our 
image of the city and its history, making it more legible, and 
stirs our loyalty to place and our aspirations for it.  The 
destruction of physical artifacts frustrates the development of 
civic consciousness.







Fenway Park, October 1914



Walter Briggs, the Tigers’ owner in the 1930s, believed Detroit’s autoworkers should 
have access to the games.  His renovations of Tiger Stadium created two to three times 
the number of low-cost bleacher tickets than the average park and he started games at 3 
P.M. to accommodate auto workers on the day shift.   Briggs reportedly never took a 
cent out of the team, but reinvested it in park and team.  The latest of the classic parks to 
disappear, Tiger Stadium hosted three-fourths of the members of the Hall of Fame.



Sportswriter Heywood Broun reported that fans gasped “at the vastness” of the “skyscraper among 
baseball parks.”  Deep in the grandstand, the “height is Olympian and even the most rabid fan must 
feel neutrality clutch at his heart as he gazed down at the tiny bickering figures in white and grey.”  
Ruth supplied the one “vivid flash” when he “smashed a savage home run.  All stood and shouted.”  
The roar made “the listener break a little and tremble.”  Even from the distant grandstands “a home 
run by Babe Ruth remains a thing epic and colossal.”  









http://whitesoxinteractive.com/FixComiskey/Bess/Conversation1.htm









Armour Square, a 
neighborhood park, part of 
a living, working city

Not a suburban park, divorced 
from the city, or a downtown 
park where the city is 
conceived of as an 
entertainment zone where no 
one actually lives





Comiskey Park next to its replacement; the closest seat in the new upper deck 
is further from the field than the most distant seat in the old upper deck 


