
During World War II, 
the consumer took an 
increasingly central 
role in civic life.  Public 
accommodations 
became a key focus of 
the civil rights 
movement.





















The Negro Leagues:  the color line goes up in the 1890s, in 
baseball as across the South; 

Moses Fleetwood Walker







Barnstorming and clowning teams, marketing black stereotypes



1920 Rube Foster's Negro National 
League, organized barnstorming 
teams into somewhat regular league 
‑ but game cancellations and at 
mercy of white ballpark owners.   
(show Burns)



In 1930s Gus Greenlee and other gamblers organized the Negro American 
League. Both leagues played an important role in northern ghettos. (Consider 
here the argument in Harold Cruse, Plural But Equal.)



the style 
of the 
Negro 
Leagues: a 
version of 
"inside," or 
scientific” 
baseball, 
longer lasting; 
with special 
emphasis on 
speed, daring, 
trickery ‑ in 
part a 
holdover from 
the (Harlem 
Globetrotting‑
style) 
clowning 
teams



Showmanship essential and Satchel Paige the master of it; 



But best players (Josh Gibson, Buck Leonard, Cool Papa Bell, 
Paige) are fully as good, if not better, than the white stars as 
their performance on barnstorming tours attests

(show “Josh”)



Paige, hired out by Greenlee by the game, especially to keep struggling teams 
afloat financially, was the Babe Ruth (drawing card as well as rags‑to‑riches 
story) of the Negro Leagues. 



Show 
“Satchel”







Show “the Answer is No” 

factors making the experiment possible; black migration out of 
cotton South to war‑industries North; black votes traded for stronger 
stands on civil rights; LaGuardia's committee on race relations as one 
fruit of that (it examined discrimination by Giants, Dodgers, 
Yankees); wartime crusade against Nazi racism highlights American 
dilemma," and Randolph‑style protests keep pressure on (stop 
bullets, why not baseballs?) Rickey begins experiment 13 days after 
the end of the war); Landis' death removes major obstacle; former 
KY. Governor Chandler "gets" the point of WWII (if they made it on 
Guadacanal, they can make it in the big leagues).



“We know that our fate is tied 
up with the fate of the 
democratic way of life.   And 
so, out of the depths of our 
hearts, a cry goes up for the 
triumph of the United Nations.  
But we would not be honest 
with ourselves were we to stop 
with a call for a victory of arms 
alone.  We know this is not 
enough.  We fight that the 
democratic faiths, values, 
heritages, and ideals may 
prevail….to win the peace, for 
democracy, for freedom and the 
Brotherhood of Man without 
regard to his pigmentation….”  
A. Philip Randolph, 9/26/42

Thousands of African-Americans 
wore the Double-V button



Rickey's plan: a serious man, a religious man; motivated by sense 
of fair play and decency and by his own (may I say CIVIC) 
ambition; but also seeing untapped fan base and untapped talent 
base. Sees prejudice as result of ignorance, believes right person 
can win over his white players to integration; so intelligent, 
disciplined college graduate, used to interracial competition: Jackie 
Robinson ‑ perhaps not the best, but the most likely to succeed











Robinson's reception: hard, very hard; but white uprisings on Brooklyn and St. Louis 
teams dealt with quickly and firmly by Rickey and Frick.  Robinson himself is 
exceptional person and exceptional player, doesn't retaliate and slowly but surely 
wins more and more over. Meanwhile for good and bad reasons he is a major draw of 
both white and black fans. By the end of the year, he's named Rookie of the Year and 
voted second most admired man in America (behind Bing Crosby!)



The impact: both leagues slow to follow; by 1953 still only six 
teams have black players, but then by 1959 the last team, Boston 
Red Sox, finally integrates.  Doby of Indians the first in the AL; 
From 1953 1959 black players win every NL MVP award, but in 
part a sign that only truly exceptional black players given the 
chance; stacked by position   few middle infielders or pitchers 
catchers.  A 1987 study shows 15 of 26 teams have no black 
management personnel.









 show: Jackie 
unleashed

1952 argument 
with Al Barlick



Campanella, 
Mays, 
Campanella, 
Newcombe, 
Aaron, Banks, 
Banks: NL 
MVP's 
1953-1959







Show “Child of God”




