
The National Association of Base Ball Players lasted from 1858 to 
1870 when the National Association of  Professional Baseball 
Players  took over.  Pictured here are the Philadelphia Athletics and the Boston Red Sox

From National Association to National League: Evolution or Coup?



The “Bostons” dominated the NA and  NAPBBP through the 
mid-1870s, thanks to Albert Spalding (back row second from left) 
and George and Harry Wright (seated, third and fourth from the left)



The successful tours of the Brooklyn Excelsiors, crisscrossing upper New York state 
 and on to Philadelphia and Baltimore, inspired Albert Spalding - and countless other  
young men - with the hope “that they might win for their cities a glory akin to that  
which had been achieved for [Brooklyn].”  Rader, 11

Spalding seen here as a member of the Boston team of the National Association of  
Professional Base Ball Players (NAPBBP) - known simply as “the Bostons”   



In early February in 
the centennial year of 
1876, Chicago coal 
dealer William Hulbert 
organized the National 
League of Professional 
Baseball Clubs - today’s 
National League.  An 
active Republican and 
civic booster, Hulbert 
insisted that he would 
“rather be a lamp-post 
in Chicago than a  
millionaire in any other 
city.”  



Having been enticed away from Boston, Spalding quickly 
began his transformation from star player to baseball magnate 
and sporting goods entrepreneur.





George Hall - one 
of the four Louisville 
Grays banished from 
baseball by Hulbert 
in 1877 for throwing 
baseball games.



The National League’s effort “to control the baseball fraternity,” 
charged A. B. Rankin of the International Association of Professional 
Baseball Players, was “unreasonably absurd.”  “Are we to submit 
to the caprice of a clique, or ring?”   

In other words, what else what happening in 1876-1877?



“Capital and 
Labor” 
- from a cotton 
textile, circa1870, 
depicting the 
harmony of capital 
and labor.  This idea 
of harmony between 
the producing 
classes was a 
central element of 
the free labor 
ideology.





The Pittsburgh rail yard during the  
Great railroad strikes of 1877



“The Greatest 
Monopoly of the 
Age” - 1873 
editorial 





It Is Only a Truce to Regain Power:  “Playing Possum” 
H.G.  “Clasp hands over the bloody chasm” 
C. S. “Freely accept the hand that is offered, and reach forth thine 
own in friendly grasp.”  Cartoon on 1872 election 





The “Battle” of Wounded Knee, December 1890:  A one-sided massacre as U.S. 
troops turned machine guns on a group of three hundred Sioux Indians.  The last 
engagement of the war against the Plains Indians

“As we utter the 
word ‘tramp,’ 
there arises 
straightaway 
before us the 
spectacle of a 
lazy, incorrigible, 
cowardly utterly 
depraved savage.”  
- from a paper on 
“Tramps,” written 
by the dean of the 
Yale Law School, 
1877

Tramps and Savages



The “best men,” 
mannered men 
who could  
control their 
appetites, needed 
to dominate 
American politics, 
reformers  
argued.

Read two paragraphs from essay, concluding with description of 
Atlantics-Excelsiors game




